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Marilyn and Mike Rausch
Hoosier Chatter editors

| nternational Events

I nternational Retiree Rally
February 23-28, 2009

Casa Grande, AZ

| nternational Campvention
July 3-9, 2009
Sedalia, Missouri

Regional Events

Regional Campout
April 30-May 3, 2009
Berrien Springs, M|
(Note the change in dates!)
Thisisalso a 2010 Campvention Mtg

I ndiana State Events

Spring Board Meeting
March 7-8, 2009
Clarion Waterfront Hotel
Indianapolis, IN

State Spring Campout
April 17-19, 2009
Howard County Fairgrounds
Greentown, IN

Spring Retiree Campout
see article elsewhere in this CHATTER

May 11-14, 2009
White River Park, Cicero, IN

Retiree Fall Campout
September 28-October 1, 2009
Brown County Fairgrounds
Nashville, IN

Fall I nvitational
October 2-3-4, 2009
Brown County Fairgrounds
Nashville, IN

"In the beginning was the Word. And
the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us, full of grace and truth: we have beheld
his glory, glory as of the only Son from
the Father."

Christmas had its beginning long before
Joseph and Mary and in a place far be-
yond Bethlehem. The Word was "with"
God, "in the bosom of" God. What God
was, the Word was. He is not man be-
coming God but God Incarnate, God
coming into human flesh, coming into
from outside; God coming in human
flesh, coming into our midst.

The eternal word came into the world in
other ways and in other times, only to
have the door slammed in disbelief. Now
a new and marvelous move has been
made. The Word has come in flesh to live
among us and to make God known to us.
God's attempt to love and redeem the
world will not be thwarted by man s puny
resistance.

Kierkegaard has a fable of a king who
fell in love with a maid. When asked,
"How shall | declare my love?' his coun-
selors answered, "Your majesty has only
to appear in al the glory of your royal
raiments before the maid’s humble dwell-
ing and she will instantly fall at your feet
and be yours."

But it was precisely that which troubled
the king. He wanted her glorification, not
his. In return for his love he wanted hers,
freely given. Finaly, the king redlized
love's truth, that freedom for the beloved
demanded equality with the beloved. So
late one night, after all the counselors of
the palace had retired, he slipped out a
side door and appeared before the maid’s
cottage dressed as a servant.

Clearly, the fable is a Christmas story.
We are called to obey not God’'s power,
but God's love. God does want our sub-

- John 1:1-18

mission to his power, but our love in re-
turn for hislove.

God moved in. He pitches his fleshly
tent in silence on straw, in a stable, under
a star. The cry from that infant’s throat
pierced the silence of centuries. God's
voice could actually be heard coming
from human vocal cords.

That's the joy of it. God has come to be
with us. Nothing in this world can sepa-
rate any of his children from hislove. Not
even our prodigal rebellions, nor our
adult indifferences; our sins nor our suf-
ferings. No experience goes unattended
by God. Cradles of insecurity -- he is
there; deserts of temptation -- he is there;
gardens of indecision -- he is there;
crosses of suffering -- heisthere. Heisin
them all. Thisisthe God of Christmas!

"And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, full of grace and truth." That's
the word | most need to hear today.
Grace! God touching the brokenness of
my life, giving strength and encourage-
ment when | need it the most. God giving
to me that which | need and taking from
me all of those things | don't need.

Oswald Chambers wrote: "Thereis only
one relationship that matters, and that is
your personal relationship to a personal
Redeemer and Lord. Let everything else
go, but maintain that at al costs, and God
will fulfill His purpose through your life."

So, this Christmas season, do not let the
lights, the pressure of presents, or the
crowds blind you to the truth of Christ-
mas. And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.”

Merry Christmas and Happy New Y ear!

See you down the road,

# %



Hey, what a great board meeting! Hello Indiana. How about this fine Hi, _
Thanks to all that came out for my firsiyeather we are having? It's too bad we | hope you all had a great Thanksgiv-
one. | hope the next one goes the sam@eady closed and winterized our trailer.ing, and hope you had lots of pumpkin

way. Patty and | gave away a gift card Hopefully all have had a wonderfulPie for me. | was traveling on

just to say thanks. Thanksgiving, not eaten too much, butfhanskgiving. _
Thanksgiving has now passed, and noMjost of all enjoyed loved ones, family, | would like to thank Mike and

it is time for Christmas and New Yearsgn( friends. Marilyn Rausch for their donation.

We hope everyone has safe and Happywe have a bid for a Spring Campout: 've been really busy with two dance

Holidays. Apr. 17-19, 2009 in Greentown 4-H Fair-classes a week. Every time I go | think

We have an April state campout! (lgrounds. Put this on your calendars Don’ef all of you and how it will help me
will be April 17-18-19.) Thank you stop working with your Chapters on hostimprove by nationals.
Campfire Cornpoppers. Looks like it willing'a Campout this coming year, we need To all you snow birds, | hope you have
be in Greentown Fairgrounds. Look foingre.. a safe trip.
more information in the next Chatter. We pgn't forget about the Retiree Rally in | hope everybody has a Merry Christ-
still need your help. Talk with your groupcasa Grande, Az. Feb. 23-28, 2009. Aphas and a Happy New Year.
and see if you can host a campout. Gi\@icaﬁons have been coming in. HopeSincerer,
gn;r?)ug iga\l/UE)rﬁ{r]w% (l)ent orr?g know that youfylly you have sent yours in to get a good '
; one. spot. Beat the rush, sign-up now. i
Don't forget us this winter, and, as al-'pon't forget the Great L%kes RegionalIndlana Teen Queen
ways, next ime you see us, give a waMjs year Apr 30-May 3, 2009 at Berrien
Also, as Jack explained in the Camping
Today, they have Cookbooks available g,
for Stocking stuffers. e
The Winter Board Meeting has been
set. Itis in Las Vegas, Nev. March 1:JM

18, 2009. More info will follow. Peggy
Lins has been appointed as Maryland EMAIL ADDRESSES
State Director. She has been interim fgiviike and Marilyn Rausch, editors
awhile. Al & Nancy Bechner have re] hoosierchatter@hotmail.com
signed as Self-Propelled Camping (SP({Dennis and Cindy James, St. Director
National Director, due to poor health| dencin5356 @embargmail.com
Dave Ludwig Nat'l 2 Vice will be look- [Tom and Judith McKinley, Assistant
ing for someone to fill this position. IffState Director and Retirees Director
anyone is interested, let us know. tm.mckinley@gmail.com (Tom)

National membership as of Nov. §, jmckinley@geetel.net (Judith)
2008 is at 6382. Doug and Patricia Herold, President

Our thoughts and prayers go to Hildp dougpatricia@yahoo.com
Morgan and family on the passing oRon and Karen Roller, Vice President
Dale. He will be missed, but not forgot kroller2@peoplepc.com
ten. Bob and Carol Luke, Treasurer

Again Thanks for all the help from al rc-ca-luke@hotmail.com

The Trustees of the Indiana State AssyRlunteers this past Camping Season. V|Rick and Christina Lucas, Secretary
ciation of FCRV are taking bids on th ok forward to an even better seasdn clucas@franklincollege.edu
old Association sound system which wd¥Xt year Ralph and Gerri Ruch, Northern Reps
replaced this year. Cindy and |, as parents, can relax. Opr gruch@earthlink.net

This system consisits of the soun@pungest Son arrived home from hi& 2[Mike and Brenda Simmons, Southern
board (made by Crate Pro Audio), tour in Iraq on the fﬁc_)f November. We | Reps mdsimmons@seidata.com
monitor speakers and 2 front speakers €an breath easy again, Thank you to &llick and Marge Shear, Conservation

; i . ho sent prayers and thoughts for all odr rshear_2000@yahoo.com
%g?OSL%nndess)_’ miscellaneous wiring angervice Members (allies too), we trulyMike and Brenda Simmons, Youth
Contact Ed Shaneyfelt at 260-615-04 preciate that. This will be a Thankful mdsimmons@seidata.com

with questions regarding the sys! anksgiving this year. Ed and Ellen Griffin, Chaplain
tem. Contact Doug Herold with your bid May God Bless and give you Safe Tray- edwin.grifin@gmail.com
before the March Trustee meeting. THES till we meet again at the next Campg=CRYV web site: www.FCRV.org
Trustees will review all bids at that meef!'®- FCRV National Office:

ing. ( ) FCRVnat@verizon.net




