
 �THE FRIENDLIEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD�  

INDIANA STATE ASSOCIATION, INC. OF  FAMILY CAMPERS AND RVers,  Founded as National Campers & Hikers Association 
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International Events 

 

International Retiree Rally 
February 23-28, 2009 

Casa Grande, AZ 
 
 

International Campvention 
July 3-9, 2009 

Sedalia, Missouri 
 

Regional Events 
 

Regional Campout 
April 30-May 3, 2009 
Berrien Springs, MI 

(Note the change in dates!) 
This is also a 2010 Campvention  Mtg 

Indiana State Events 
 

Spring Board Meeting 
March 7-8, 2009 

Clarion Waterfront Hotel 
Indianapolis, IN 

 

State Spring Campout 
April 17-19, 2009 

Howard County Fairgrounds 
Greentown, IN 

 

Spring Retiree Campout 
see article elsewhere in this CHATTER 

May 11-14, 2009 
White River Park, Cicero, IN 

 

Retiree Fall Campout 
September 28-October 1, 2009 

Brown County Fairgrounds 
Nashville, IN 

 

Fall Invitational 
October 2-3-4, 2009 

Brown County Fairgrounds 
Nashville, IN 
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   1949.  Average wages were $2,950, and 
a new house averaged $7,450.  A gallon 
of gas was 17 cents, and that went into a 
new car that cost $1,420.   
   The Soviet Union tested it�s first atomic 
bomb, and the Communist People�s Re-
public of China began under the leader-
ship of Mao Tse Tung.  The Geneva Con-
vention was established, and NATO be-
gan.  Newfoundland joined the Canadian 
Federation. 
   It was the year that the first Volks-
wagen Beetle was sold in the United 
States, the Porsche was presented to the 
public and the De-Havilland Comet took 
it�s test flight as the first commercial pas-
senger jet airliner. 
   In 1949, the first automatic street lights 
were installed in New Milford, Connecti-
cut, and 45 RPM record discs were intro-
duced.  The first Polaroid camera sold for 
$89.95.  RCA perfected a system for 
broadcasting color television. 
   Perry Como released the song �A 
You�re Adorable,� and Rodgers and 
Hammerstein debuted the musical �South 
Pacific� on Broadway. The Emmy 
Awards were first presented.  Frank Sina-
tra and Gene Kelly starred in �On The 
Town,� and the film �Twelve O�Clock 
High was released.  George Orwell�s 
book �Nineteen Eighty-Four� was pub-
lished.  
   On July 4, 1949, there were people 
celebrating the holiday by camping on the 
hillside at a public campsite near the 
Beverkill River in New York..  A pas-
serby was impressed by the fun and fel-
lowship of the people camping there, and 
returned later with his newly purchased 
camping supplies. 
   A gentleman by the name of Hank Na-
than noted the difficulties this neophyte 
camper was having in getting set up, and 
offered to help.   After visiting, the idea 
came to Hank to develop a camping club, 
which he did.  From that small-scale local  
group grew the National Campers and 
Hiker�s Association , which was formally 

organized in 1954.  In 1993, the name 
was changed to �Family Campers and 
RVers� to reflect the changing image of 
the camping lifestyle. 
   And now we are 60 years old.  Happy 
Birthday, NCHA/FCRV! 
   We can see how much the world has 
changed since 1949.  We can reflect on 
how the inventions and achievements of 
that year have influenced our lives today. 
   How have we changed as an organiza-
tion, now that we are 60 years old?   
   Our Mission Statement states we are 
�To share with all campers/RVers the 
FCRV fun, friendship, fellowship and 
family feelings of camping together, and 
to promote and enhance the experience 
and enjoyment of recreational family type 
camping/RVing.�  Within our organiza-
tion are folks who embody this mission.  
That is why we still exist. 
   60 years is the Diamond Anniversary.  
Are we a �diamond in the rough?�  Are 
we hidden from view within a world so 
cluttered with the hustle and bustle of 
everyday concerns that the enjoyment of 
recreational family type camping is lost?   
   In 1949, the United States was emerg-
ing from the stress and anxiety of a world 
war and the economic stress of the previ-
ous decade.  Is it so different now?  Isn�t 
this the time that people need to find a 
way to find a way of coming together on 
a common ground to relax and bond? 
   When a couple is married for 60 years, 
their family throws a party.  People are 
invited to celebrate the accomplishments 
that mark such an event.  Promises are 
renewed and pictures are published in the 
newspaper.  The example of their love 
and dedication is presented for the edifi-
cation of all.  The message is �this is all 
possible!� 
   Does this give you any ideas?  Is it pos-
sible to use this Diamond Anniversary of 
family camping to let the world know 
who we are?  What can we do to cele-
brate publicly our wonderful experiences 
of friendship and fellowship? 

���1949 2009 
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EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 

Mike and Marilyn Rausch, editors                     
          hoosierchatter@hotmail.com 
Dennis and Cindy James, St. Director 
     dencin5356@embarqmail.com 
Tom and Judith McKinley, Assistant 
State Director and Retirees Director 
         tm.mckinley@gmail.com (Tom) 
         jmckinley@geetel.net (Judith) 
Doug and Patricia Herold, President 
           dougpatricia@yahoo.com 
Ron and Karen Roller, Vice President 
           kroller3566@yahoo.com 
Bob and Carol Luke, Treasurer 
          rc-ca-luke@hotmail.com 
Rick and Christina Lucas, Secretary 
  clucas@franklincollege.edu 
Ralph and Gerri Ruch, Northern Reps 
            gruch@earthlink.net 
Mike and Brenda Simmons, Southern   
   Reps   mdsimmons@seidata.com    
Dick and Marge Shear, Conservation 
            rshear_2000@yahoo.com   
Mike and Brenda Simmons, Youth      
       mdsimmons@seidata.com    
Ed and Ellen Griffin, Chaplain 
            edwin.griffin@gmail.com 
FCRV web site:  www.FCRV.org 
FCRV National Office:     
              FCRVnat@verizon.net 
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   The Trustees of the Indiana State Asso-
ciation of FCRV  are taking bids on the 
old Association sound system which was 
replaced this year. 
   This system consisits of the sound 
board (made by Crate Pro Audio), 2 
monitor speakers and 2 front speakers  
(with stands),  miscellaneous wiring and 
microphones. 
   Contact Ed Shaneyfelt at 260-615-0421 
with questions regarding the sys-
tem.  Contact Doug Herold with your bid  
before the March Trustee meeting.  The 
Trustees will review all bids at that meet-
ing. 
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   Wow, where did the time go?  
   Christmas is over, and so are the New 
Year parties. We have a new president of 
The United States, and are ready for the 
new year. 
   It has not  been that cold this year, but 
the year is just starting. 
   Make sure that you mark your calendar 
for the events this year, like the board 
meeting at the Clarion Waterfront Hotel, 
on March 8.  The trustees need to be there 
on the 7th.  Call to reserve a room if you 
want to stay the night.  We have a lot to 
talk about.  
   Also mark down the state campout on 
April 17-19 at Howard County Fair-
grounds.  It will be time to get the camp-
ers cleaned up, and ready to go camping 
again (unless you live in yours 24-7.)  
Then just hook up, and let's go! 
   We need your help in planning the other 
state campouts for 2009.  I hope you are 
talking with your groups about hosting 
one.  Give me a call and let me know how 
it is going. 
    We need bids on the old sound equip-
ment.  Call Ed for more information on 
what we have to sell.  It needs a good 
home. Send your bids to me, Doug 
Herold 
    Hope all things are well, see you 
around the campfires. And remember:  If 
you see us give a wave and say HELLO. 
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   Hello, Indiana. We hope all have had a 
wonderful Holiday.    
   Before we know it, we will be at Green-
town for our  Spring campout.  Don’t 
forget to pre-register.   
   You still have time to get to Casa 
Grande, Az. to attend the Retiree rally, 
And  if you haven’t sent in your  registra-
tion form for Sedalia this coming sum-
mer,  get it in. They only have about  
1500 sites to be had. Let’s fill it up! With 
fuel prices going down, we should have a 
good summer.    
   We will be having our Indiana Spring 
Board meeting  in Indianapolis, March 7- 
8, 2009.  The meeting will be at 10:00 am 
the 8th, if you have any concerns or com-
ments to share, please plan on attending.  
   See the front of the Chatter (3rdyear 
straight award winning Chatter) for all 
activities scheduled so far.  We need  you 
to let the Association know where you 
want to host our Mid-Summer, and Fall 
Campouts.    
   Don’t forget that our Regional Campout 
this year is April 30-May 3, 2009, at Ber-
rien Springs, Michigan. 
   Information from Jack Smye, our na-
tional president: don’t forget the new 
email address for the National office is   
FCRVNAT@verizon.net. This became 
effective Jan. 8, 2009.  Louisiana State 
Director  Emma and Charles Daniels have 
resigned. They have held that position, 
and editors of their State paper (The Peli-
can) since 1989.   
   The Winter Board meeting is planned in 
Las Vegas, Nev., in  March.    
   Our numbers have dropped a little, but 
with the new season and fuel prices low-
ering, let’s see if, no, let’s make it a point,  
to turn this around and get our member-
ship rising again.   Don’t forget  “Ask not 
what NCHA/FCRV can do for  you,  but 
what you can do for NCHA/FCRV” .  We 
will only get out what we put into it. 
   Thanks for all you have done this previ-
ous year, and let’s continue to do better 
this year.  See ya at the next Campfire  
soon.     
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Hi Everybody, 
   I hope everybody is having a good win-
ter and staying warm. We're staying 
plenty warm, even though we are still 
wishing we where in Florida!  
   I can't wait for camping season to start 
again. I can't wait to see you all again but 
until then I hope you have a Happy Val-
entines Day!  
Sincerely, 
   #	
��#�	�$��  
Indiana Teen Queen 


