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International Events 

 

International Campvention 
July 3-9, 2009 

Sedalia, Missouri 
 
 

International Campvention 
July 9-16, 2010 

Berrien Springs, Michigan 
 

Regional Events 
 
 

Indiana State Events 
 

Fall Campout 
August 14-16 

Tipton County Fairgrounds 
Tipton, IN 

 

Retiree Fall Campout 
September 28-October 1, 2009 

Brown County Fairgrounds 
Nashville, IN 

 

Fall Invitational  
October 2-3-4, 2009 

Brown County Fairgrounds 
Nashville, IN 

 
Summer Campout 
June 11-13, 2010 

Hosted by the  
Coffee Pot Campers 

(More information to follow) 

 

 

“THE FRIENDLIEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD”  

INDIANA STATE ASSOCIATION, INC. OF  FAMILY CAMPERS AND RVers,  Founded as National Campers & Hikers Association 
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   The 32 families who attended the mid 
summer campout in Muncie on June 12-
14 were treated to an excellent time, 
even down to the near-perfect weather. 
Campsites decorated in red, white and 
blue reminded everyone of the pride we 
feel in our American Flag and all it 
stands for.  The theme was carried out in 
the decorations, site decoration prizes, 
and campers’ dress for the weekend. 
   The Kekiongas served “walking tacos” 
for the hospitality Friday night. Many 
took advantage of the dry, cool weather 
to visit outdoors.  The Euchre tourna-
ment later drew 8 participants (see list of 
winners elsewhere in the CHATTER). 
   Saturday morning began with a poker 
walk (though some took the time to go 
to the Farmer’s Market at Minnetrista 
across the street).  Door prizes, project 
sales, and the judging of posters for the 
conservation poster contest followed. 
  The DAT program in the morning on 
Saturday dealt with electrical safety, and 
was well attended. 
   The Teens had a special fund-and-fun 
raiser during the morning project sales.  
For a small fee, anyone could express 
their “opinion” by throwing a whipped-
cream pie in someone’s face (a special 
“booth” was available so the whipped 
cream when where it was supposed to 
and not everywhere else!)  See some of 
the results on the photo page! The 
weather was perfect for Teen Sports 
later in the afternoon. After their teen 
meeting on Saturday after the evening 
program, the teens rounded out their 
weekend by going bowling in town.   
   Brenda Simmons encouraged the 
youth to complete the “Camping is…” 
posters during the youth activities in the 
morning.  Three of the posters will be 
going to Sedalia for the Campvention 
contest.   

   There was plenty of time for visiting 
before the white Elephant Bingo in the 
afternoon.  Participants were encouraged 
to bring their own “White Elephants” as 
prizes. 
   Everyone enjoyed the carry-in meal at 
5:00 pm.   Each family contributed two 
(or more) items, and there was more 
than enough food to satisfy everyone’s 
appetite.   
   Saturday evening entertainment was a 
presentation of Christian and Patriotic 
music by Kirk Hacker.  He played origi-
nal and more traditional songs on both 
the guitar and the keyboard.   
   This was followed by the business 
meeting, during which scholarships were 
awarded to James Simmons (new schol-
arship) and Evan Frye (repeat scholar-
ship).  Congratulations, James and Evan. 
   Teen Queen Kaci entertained us with 
the tap routine that she will be perform-
ing in Sedalia in about 3 weeks.  The 
energy and smile that she puts into her 
dance should take her far.   
   The weekend ended Sunday morning 
with a church service led by Dennis 
James and Louise Idelwine.  Dennis 
gave a devotional on what makes an 
American. 
   It was good to see Pauline Rose and 
Wilma Johnson camping with us after 
long absences due to illness.  May you 
continue to grow stronger! 
   We also had a special visitor that 
brought wonder to the children and 
stimulated memories in the adults pre-
sent.  Bizzy Beaver himself was present 
at our campout.  He helped round out a 
great campout. 
   Thanks go to the Kekiongas and the 
members of the Campfire Cornpoppers 
who helped them to provide a fun week-
end for all! 
       

As you prepare to represent Indiana in 
the Miss FCRV Pageant in Sedalia this 
month, know that your state is behind 
you and is supporting you.  Whatever 
the outcome, you have made us proud! 
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EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 

Mike and Marilyn Rausch, editors                     
          hoosierchatter@hotmail.com 
Dennis and Cindy James, St. Director 
     dencin5356@embarqmail.com 
Tom and Judith McKinley, Assistant 
State Director and Retirees Director 
         tm.mckinley@gmail.com  
Doug and Patricia Herold, President 
           dougpatricia@yahoo.com 
Ron and Karen Roller, Vice President 
           kroller3566@yahoo.com 
Bob and Carol Luke, Treasurer 
          rc-ca-luke@hotmail.com 
Rick and Christina Lucas, Secretary 
  clucas@franklincollege.edu 
Ralph and Gerri Ruch, Northern Reps 
            gruch@earthlink.net 
Mike and Brenda Simmons, Southern   
   Reps   mdsimmons@seidata.com    
Dick and Marge Shear, Conservation 
            rshear_2000@yahoo.com   
Mike and Brenda Simmons, Youth      
       mdsimmons@seidata.com    
Ed and Ellen Griffin, Chaplain 
            edwin.griffin@gmail.com 
FCRV web site:  www.FCRV.org 
FCRV National Office:     
              FCRVnat@verizon.net 
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   WOW!!  Another great state campout, 
put on by a small group. The Kekiongas 
hosted a great Flag Day.  We had over 
31 family campers. We celebrated with 
walking tacos on Friday and a pitch-in 
on Saturday. We were entertained 
with live music before the Saturday 
night program. The teens went out for a 
late night of bowling (real late). Thanks 
again. 
   We’re sorry, but we cannot make it to 
Sedalia with you. I hope everyone has a 
great time. Let us know what we missed. 
Tell us about it at the next State Camp-
out at Tipton In August 14-16.  This is 
the Queen contest weekend.  I hear that 
we will have some Kings running as 
well.  
   Good luck to the teens. Also, good 
luck to Kaci at nationals.  Hope you 
have the time of your life. 
  We are also looking forward to seeing 
you in October 2-4 at Brown County. 
More information will be available next 
time. 
   And as always, If you see us around 
the campfire wave and say HELLO.  
   !�"#��	��$�%������

   Hello Indiana.    
   Hopefully all is fine where you are.  
These storms that have been cropping up 
have really been causing problems, both 
power and trees have been falling.  
Luckily, we have been spared each time 
here. We pray you have been as lucky 
too. 
   We had a wonderful time at Muncie 
for the Mid-Summer campout.  The 
turnout was great, even with such a short 
notice.  So many were able to come and 
help our teens and youth get their re-
quired campouts.  Thank you to all who 
came and enjoyed the weekend.  We 
realize those who couldn’t make it had 
other commitments; hopefully, you had 
as much fun as we did.  The weather was 
good (no snow), but with this warm snap 
some cooler temps would be nice.   
   By the time you get this some may 
have already left for Sedalia. Others are 
just making final preps. We hope all 
have a safe trip there and return home.   
If you haven’t made your mind up yet, 
there is still time to come to Campven-
tion.  At the last count they had over 510 
units, only 90 more to reach 600 That is 
only one “0” more than “60,” our anni-
versary.  What better way to celebrate, 
than with FCRV Family and Friends? 
Come on, there’s still time!   
   Remember to get your pre-
registrations in for the Fall Campout, 
August 14-16, 2009, at Tipton, and for 
the Fall Invitational, October 2-4, 2009, 
at Brown County Fairgrounds.  And to 
you lucky ones who get to go, don’t for-
get about the Retiree Fall Campout, Sep-
tember 28- October 1, 2009, also at 
Brown County.  
   We need to wish our Teen Queen Kaci 
good luck. And just remember, go and 
have FUN.  No matter what comes, just 
have FUN.  We are all very proud to 
have you represent us (Indiana) at Seda-
lia. Did I mention, “HAVE FUN”!!!! 
   Retirees, we need your input and com-
ments.  Tom & Judith McKinley have 
given so much time and energy as Indi-
ana State Retiree Director, they wish to 
“retire” and enjoy life.  Please let us 
know if you are interested in this posi-
tion.  We need someone who you can 
trust and respect as you have Tom & 
Judith.   

   Hi, Everybody! 
   It was great seeing everyone at the 
Spring Campout.  The Kekiongas did a 
great job of putting it on.  
   I want to thank the Kekiongas and the 
Bears of Blue River for their donations. 
I'm very excited to be representing all of 
you at the Nationals soon. I've gotten my 
outfits, costume, and essay/speech all 
ready to go.  
   Thank you all for supporting me 
throughout the year, so that I could go to 
Nationals. I hope to make Indiana proud. 
   Sincerely, 
   &	
��

   The next newsletter will be after 
Campvention. We will have information 
from there to let you know about.   
   ‘Till the next campfire, “seeya!”      
   !�
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Opinions expressed in the HOOSIER CHATTER are those of the AUTHORS,  
and do not necessarily represent the opinion of FCRV or INDIANA STATE  ASSOCIATION. 

INDIANA STATE ASSOCIATION TRUSTEES AND PROGRAM CHAI RMEN 
President:           Doug and Patty Herold, 8533 N Farmstead Ct, Columbus IN  47201-8545 (812-552-3253)  
Vice President:        Ron and Karen Roller, 3566 E. 75 N, Logansport, IN 46947 (574-722-2705) 
Treasurer:         Bob and Carol Luke, 914 Governor Lane, Shelbyville, IN 46176 (Bob: 317-502-5881, Carol: 317-502-0608) 
Secretary:         Richard and Christina Lucas, 59 Frostwood Ln, Greenwood, IN 46143 (317-887-4927 home, 317-372-4436 cell) 
Northern Representative:   Ralph and Gerry Ruch, 1889 N CR300 E, Logansport, IN 46947 (574-722-2265) 
Central Representative:   Bill and Wilma Johnson, 6371 W. 450 S, Columbus, IN 47201 (812-342-4573) 
Southern Representative:    Mike and Brenda Simmons, 26 W. Poplar St., North Vernon, IN 47265 (812-346-8334) 
Past President:                      Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848)  
Adult games:           A. Chester Nolan, 553 E. Bridge Street, Brownstown, IN 47220 (812-358-3026) 
        B. Phil Bowlen 12039 Briarway S. Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46259 (317-862-0510) 
Budget & Audit:       A. Mark Shaneyfelt, 23566 Nora St., Elkhart, IN 46516 
            B. Michael Rausch , 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150)            
Chaplain:          Ed Griffin, 224 Rainbow Dr #12497, Livingston, TX 77399-2024 (317-850-4339) 
Conservation/Wildlife:    Dick & Marge Shear, 3603 Pebblepoint Way, Muncie IN  47302-6932 (765-288-7890)  
Euchre:                         A. Pauline Rose, 4303 Aspen Way, Indianapolis IN  46226-5328 (317 898-0627) 
        B. Jim and Paula Klaiber, 1951 W. Edgewood Ave, Lot 34, Indianapolis, IN 46217 (317-697-7270) 
Nominating Committee:  Mark Shaneyfelt, 23566 Nora St., Elkhart, IN 46516 
Photographer /Historian:    A. Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150) 
        B. Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Projects:            Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Scholarship:           Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848)  
Security:                                Rainbow 108 Chapter: attn: Bo and Doris Gries, 20189 N County Road 600 E, Dale, IN 47523-9269 (812-937-0067) 
Tabs:             A.  Patti Thieme,  4625 E 700 N, Decatur, IN 46733 (260-724-9262) 
        B. Tom & Judith McKinley, P.O. Box 127, Rossville IN  46065-0127 (765-379-2743) 
Teens:              A. Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848) 
          B.  Michele White, 13550 Haynes Ave, Mishawaka IN  46545-7464 (574-255-3549) 
         C.  Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Youth:                    A. Brenda Simmons, 26 W. Poplar St., North Vernon, IN  47265 (812-346-8334) 
         B. Cooky Powell, 7432 E. Co. Rd. 1100 N., Sunman, IN 47041 (812-623-2342) 
Chatter Editor/Advertising/ 
Subscriptions:                      Mike and Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150)            

INDIANA STATE/NATIONAL PROGRAM DIRECTORS 
Indiana State Director:                          Dennis and Cindy James, 3395 N. US Hwy 33, Decatur, IN 46733  (260-592-8722) (cell 260-223-0863) 
Indiana Asst. State Director:                 Tom & Judith McKinley, P.O. Box 127, Rossville IN  46065-0127 (765-379-2743) 
Indiana State Retiree Director:             Tom & Judith McKinley, P.O. Box 127, Rossville IN  46065-0127 (765-379-2743) 
Indiana Renewal Director:                     Nancy Bensley, 6429 W 13th St., Indianapolis IN  46214-3529 (317-243-8755) 
National/State DAT/Safety Directors:   Michael & Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Dr, Indianapolis IN 46222 (317-925-0150)�
Indiana State Conservation Directors:  Dick & Marge Shear, 3603 Pebblepoint Way, Muncie IN  47302-6932 (765-288-7890)  
Indiana Membership Field Directors:   Dennis and Cindy James, 3395 N US Hwy 33, Decatur, IN 46733   (260-592-8722) (cell 260-223-0863) 
 

Hoosier Chatter Subscription 
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  Send to:  Marilyn Rausch 
   Hoosier Chatter Subscriptions 
   2917 W. Rex Drive 
   Indianapolis, IN 46222-1941 
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   The Wabash Cannonballs met for their 
meeting at Hickory Hollow on Saturday, 
May 16.  Meeting was called to order by 
the president, Ralph Dailey, with the 
pledge to our American Flag.  roll Call 
was answered by four members camping 
and four drive-ins for the meeting. 
   The secretary’s report was read and 
approved.  The treasurer’s report was 
given, and a bill was presented by Carol 
Miller for postage.   
   Under “business,” it was decided to 
change the location of our October 16-
18 meeting to the Odon Park Camp-
ground.  A get-well card is to be sent to 
Jerry Hollowell.  Birthdays and anniver-
saries were recognized.   
   The next meeting will be at Lincoln 
Trails June 19-21. 
   The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
   ,	���	�%	���
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   In May, the Travlin’ Turtles traveled 
to Greene County Fairgrounds for a cold 
weekend campout.  Twenty members 
and two guests answered the roll call.  
We are always glad to have special 
guests join us.  Come again soon, 
Roberta and Audrey. 
   The club purchased a digital picture 
frame to see the many pictures our presi-
dent has taken of our campouts. 
   May birthdays were: Martha Jones, 
Andy Carnegie and Joe Craig.  Anniver-
sary celebrants were: Greg and Vickie 
Winks (eighth), Bob and Betty Sanders 
(fifty-eighth), Rex and Rose Wilson 
(fifty eighth).  Congratulations to all! 
   Thanks to Greg and Vickie Winks and 
Charlie and Janet Thomas for hosting. 
   Some spent time paying a new game to 
most of us, Dirty Uno.   Others played 
euchre or Phase 13.   
   Thanks to Carl Sparks for leading our 
Sunday morning worship. 
   Our June campout at Sullivan was 
PRETTY WET.  The weather didn’t 
stop the 17 members and a granddaugh-
ter from enjoying our time together.  
   We got to celebrate Phyllis Durnal’s 
birthday with her on the 19th. Donna 
Carnegie will be a year older on the 30th.  
None of the Turtles celebrate a tradi-
tional June wedding anniversary.  A 
Father’s Day Breakfast was served on 
Saturday morning. 
   The oldest son of former Turtles, the 
Lawrence’s, graduated from high school. 
How fast they grow up!  The young fam-
ily got involved in a lot of things and 
dropped out.  We were glad to get a re-
port on how well they are doing. 
   Our prayers go out for some of our 
older ones who are on the prayer list: 
Charlie Rodgers (and wife/caretaker 
Mary), Mary Masters and Bob Purcell. 
   Thanks to Kathy Sparks for our Satur-
day evening devotions, to Ron Jones for 
leading worship Sunday morning, and 
the Durnals for a dry place to have our 
worship service.   
   Most of us got away from our camp 
spot without the little tug that three units 
got! 
   Congratulations to our euchre winners, 
Norma and Carl! 
   ,	���	�'�
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  The Ruchs and the Rollers traveled to 
Muncie to the Mid-Summer Campout 
hosted by the Kekiongas.  The Kekion-
gas did a great job providing a fun filled 
weekend for all of us. 
   We are now looking forward to head-
ing for Sedalia to the campvention in a 
few short days.  I said I wouldn't com-
plain about warm weather but I do hope 
it is a little cooler to travel. 
    I would ask that you keep a couple of 
our Cornpopper families in your 
prayers.  It appears that Bill and Clara 
Somsel will be putting their rig up for 
sale as Clara is experiencing health is-
sues and possible hip surgery.  Also 
Dwight and Deloris Sherman have had 
health issues since their return home 
from Texas this spring.   
    Hope to see you all around a campfire 
soon. 
    &	��
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���The Hoosier Schooners met the week-
end of June 6th at Campout at Mus-
catatuck State Park near the town of 
Vernon, Indiana. We were welcomed by 
bright sunshine all weekend, along with 
some cool breezes. This campout was in 
conjunction with James' (son of Brenda 
& Mike Simmons) graduation celebra-
tion. Needless to say, much good food 
was enjoyed by all. 
   Here are a few happenings over the 
weekend: 
   Bill & Wilma won the Early Bird 
Award. 
   Ben & Sharon won (?) the Tail End 
Charlie Award. 
   Macy Stuckwisch was able to shed her 
training wheels on her bike, and when 
she did, there was no looking back. It 
seems she was always on her bike riding 
the campground roadways. Way to go 
Macy!!! 
   Brenda S. was caught shedding a tear 
when she read some of the entries in 
James graduation autograph book. Con-
gratulations James and much success in 
your future endeavors. 
   We were pleased to see the updates on 
facilities at Muscatatuck. There are new 
pull-through sites with electric, water, 
and sewer at these sites. 
   A few of the members were introduced 
to “Geo-Catching.” To those who do not 
know, it's a form of adult scavenger 
hunt. 
   It seems that Bill & Wilma Johnson 
had an unexpected visitor over the week-
end. Evidently a cat had climbed up 
along the outside frame of their camper 
while they were at home. The cat rode 
there all the way to Muscatatuck. We 
heard it meowing all weekend. We did 
everything short of tearing their camper 
completely apart. We'll bring you the 
conclusion of this saga next month.  
    Blessings,  
���2�
�3�1�	��
����������
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   Hello!  
   Boy, did we have a great day to have 
the youth outside at the campout? We 
had 6 youth total if I counted correctly, 
because they were never in the same 
spot at the same time. Don't you wish we 
could bottle some of that energy so 
when we need it we have it?  
   We made "Camping is" posters and 
colored the "Camping is" coloring page 
for Nationals. We have 3 "Camping is" 
posters going to National, from Macy, 
Samantha, and Jessica, and one coloring 
page from Dylan. Macy also made a 
conservation poster that is going to Na-
tional. GOOD LUCK KIDS!  
   We want to put out a big THANK 
YOU to Bizzy Beaver for helping to 
judge the posters with the nice la-
dies and pass out awards for the posters 
You all did a great job!!! Thank you!! 
Some kids did not want anything to do 
with Bizzy, (come around more often 
maybe they will get better). We had 
some to get pictures with Bizzy, even 
some "kids at heart. Hope to see you at 
Tipton in August and we will make 
something fun. 
   2��
�	�1����
��� Youth Chairman 
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   The Gm/Delphi Club met at Turkey 
Run State Park with 9 units in atten-
dance for their May camp-out. The 
weekend was met with rain/mist most of 
the time. This did not stop the enjoyment 
of being with friends.  
   Friday was spent with some going to 
Danville, Ill as a side trip and other say-
ing around the camp site.  
   The Saturday evening meal was en-
joyed at the Turkey Run Inn Restaurant.  
   Sunday noon was hot dogs cooked 
over the open campfire.  
   Our next camp-out was at Miami Rec-

reation Area on Mississinewa Lake on 
June 12-14.  There were 9 units in atten-
dance.  Some came early and some 
stayed later.   
   There were a couple of trips to fabric 
stores in the area, and some enjoyed 
fishing each day.   
   The Saturday evening meal was en-
joyed at Beef O’Brady’s in Peru, Indi-
ana.   
   A short meeting was called around the 
campfire on Saturday evening by Presi-
dent Paul Wallace.  Birthdays and Anni-
versaries were recognized, and a discus-
sion was held on the remaining season 
campouts.   
   Our next campout will be at Ebby 
Pines near Bristol, Indiana. 
   !�
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   The choices you make are extremely 
important. Right choices lead to happi-
ness, joy, and greatness and ultimately to 
freedom and abundant life; wrong 
choices will lead to hurt, bondage and 
ultimately to death. 
   A great author from Texas, Max Lu-
cado, points out four important words in 
Matthew 14:22: "Jesus dismissed the 
crowd." 
   This wasn't just any crowd. This was 
about 10,000 people who had heard Je-
sus teach, had seen him heal the sick, 
and had watched him produce enough 
food miraculously to feed them all. This 
crowd was ready to make him king. 
   But Jesus dismissed them! Why? Read 
verse 23: "After he had dismissed them, 
he went up on a mountainside by him-
self to pray." 

   He said no to a good opportunity in 
order to say yes to a better one. It was a 
deliberate choice to honor his priorities. 
Jesus' first responsibility was not to sat-
isfy a crowd but to be faithful to his 
heavenly Father. 
   On another occasion Jesus said, 
"Blessed are the meek." We don't like 
that word "meek." It suggests to us 
weakness or being wishy-washy or 
wimpy. But that's not what it means. The 
Greek word for meek used in the Bible 
is the same word used to describe a wild 
stallion that has been trained for the sad-
dle. It means power under control, 
strength with direction. It means to be 
focused. Blessed are the focused, those 
who know their priorities and honor 
them. 

   Did you know that there is approxi-
mately the same amount of gunpowder 
in a big firecracker as in a small rifle 
shell? But the firecracker is unfocused. It 
just makes a big noise and accomplishes 
nothing. The rifle shell, on the other 
hand, focuses that power in a specific 
direction and delivers an enormous 
punch. 
   You can be a firecracker person or a 
rifle shot person. It's a matter of focus. 
St. Paul was a highly focused, rifle shot 
Christian. He declared, "I press toward 
the mark for the high call of God in 
Christ Jesus." 
   You can be a firecracker person or a 
rifle-shot person. One makes a lot of 
noise. The other gets results. 
   It's a matter of focus. 
   Happy Trails to you.  
   See you down the road, 
   6��4�����
 , Chaplain 

her float!  I'm sure we will be easy to 
find as the Indiana banner is going with 
us! 
   The teens are holding a 50-50 raffle at 
the Fall Campout in Tipton.  Please 
bring your money to support the teens 
and you could win big!  The teens will 
also be very involved in the queen con-
test and all teens will be present for the 
noise parade to celebrate our newly 
crowned queen.  
   We are having a great year as teen 
directors, but if anyone has any input 
(adult or teen), please let us know. 
 Thanks, 
�6��3�7
#���1�	
�$����  
    Teen Directors 

   The teens had a good time bowling at 
the Mid-summer campout in Mun-
cie.  Thank you for supporting them in 
their pie-in-the-face fundraiser.  Special 
thank you to Dennis James (or those 
who wanted to "smash" the pie in Den-
nis' face, we even had one pie decorated 
with nuts just for Dennis). 
   Those teens heading to Nation-
als...remember to find us.  We will be 
camped beside Kaci so we can help with 
all her hetic schedule and also help with 
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  Each age has its special risks, and, as 
we grow older, there are extra precau-
tions that we need to take to remain safe.  
   The following recommendations are 
common-sense ways to help prevent the 
fear of crime or injury from stopping us 
from enjoying life. 
 
HOME SAFETY: 
* Keep doors and windows locked, 

even when you are in the house. 
Install an alarm if possible. 

* Prepare a list of all of your most 
valuable items.  Mark them with an 
I.D. number (the police may help 
you with this). 

* Never open your door until you 
know who is there.  Ask for proof of 
identity before opening the door.  
YOU DO NOT NEED TO OPEN 
THE DOOR FOR ANYONE. 

* Beware of hiring people who come 
door-to-door looking for home re-
pair work.  They may be looking for 
easy entry into your home, may not 
be trained to do what they say they 
can do, and may overcharge you for 
work that they do.  NEVER pay in 
advance for work that you are hiring 
out to do. 

* Don’t keep large amounts of money 
in the house. 

* Get to know your neighbors.  Con-
sider forming or joining a crime 
watch group to keep an eye on each 
other. 

STREET SAFETY 

* Do not open your car door or win-
dow for strangers. 

* When walking, avoid dark areas, 
alleys, parking lots. 

* Never walk alone, and be aware of 
your surroundings. 

* Carry your purse and packages 
close to your body. 

* Don’t resist a robber.  If threatened, 
throw your wallet, money, etc. far 
away from you and run away if pos-
sible. 

* If a police car indicates for you to 
pull over, especially in an isolated 
or unfamiliar area, slow down, put 
on your flasher lights, and drive 
slowly to a more public area before 
stopping. 

 
MONEY SAFETY 
* Have any pension or social security 

checks put into the bank by direct 
deposit. 

* Do not carry much cash with you. 
* Separate your check book and credit 

cards, so your signature is less 
likely to be forged on a check. 

* Never take money from or put 
money into a bank account to “test” 
the account:  this is a scam! 

* Never pay a “good faith” fee in or-
der to receive money or an award. 
This is a fairly common scam opera-
tion. 

 
TELEPHONE SAFETY 
* It’s OK to hang up on salesmen, 

solicitors, etc.  You can always say 
“NO” to charities, etc. 

* NEVER give out personal or finan-
cial information to anyone on the 
phone unless you initiated the call. 

* Remember that no matter how 
“friendly” a phone solicitor may 
sound, their sole purpose is to get 
you to send them your money. 

 
PERSONAL SAFETY 
* Develop a “phone buddy” with 

whom you can check in on a daily 
basis just to know everything is ok. 

* If you are going away for any length  
of time, let someone trusted know 
your itinerary.  Check in with that 
person from time to time, and let 
them know if your plans change for 
any reason. 

* Keep handy a phone list of family 
and/or friends that can be contacted 
in case of emergency. 

* Carry with you a list of any regular 
medications or ongoing medical 
problems, including allergies.  List 
also your doctor’s name and address 
and anything else that needs to be 
known about you in case of a medi-
cal emergency. 

 

   Life can throw us some curve balls at 
times, and we can be caught off guard in 
circumstances that we would not have 
otherwise chosen for ourselves.  A little 
forethought and caution can limit these 
times and help us to enjoy every mo-
ment with safety and security. 

�k�h�{�G�t�–�”�Œ�•�›�k�h�{�G�t�–�”�Œ�•�›�k�h�{�G�t�–�”�Œ�•�›�k�h�{�G�t�–�”�Œ�•�›�G�G�G�G

By Marilyn Rausch 
DAT/Safety Captain 

The winners of the competitions from 
the Mid-Summer Campout in Muncie, 
IN are as follows” 

EUCHRE 
Women:   Pauline Rose (50) 
Men:    Mike Rausch (62) 
Most Lones:  Mike Rausch (4)  

 
POKER WALK 

1st:  Patty Thieme 
2nd: Vicki Semper 
 
CONSERVATION POSTER CONTEST 

Youth: Macy Stuckwisch 
Adult:  Marilyn Rausch 

 
“CAMPING IS” POSTER CONTEST 

In their age categories, first place: 
 

Dillon Gries (coloring page) 
Samantha Gries 
Macy Stuckwisch 
Jessica Stuckwisch 

 
Note:  All first place state winners in the Conservation Poster and the Camping Is Poster contests will be going to international 
competition at the Campvention in Sedalia next month.  Congratulations to all and good luck! 
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(Left) Queen Kaci entertained us with the dance that she will be performing in Sedalia.  (Top middle) Carl Seddelmeier, Chris 
Jonas and Cindy James prepared the walking tacos at Friday night’s hospitality.  (Bottom middle) Carol Luke tried out her new 
knees along the great riding areas at the Delaware County Fairgrounds, and BIZZY BEAVER (right) came all the way from Ken-
tucky and  made appearances several times during the weekend, much to the delight of adults and children alike.  We have a feel-
ing that Bizzy will be making more appearances in the future! (all photos by Marilyn Rausch.) 

The Teens 
e n j o y e d 
playing vol-
leyball and 
going bowl-
ing over the 
w e e k e n d , 
and made a 
“splat” with 
their fund 
raiser at the 
m o r n i n g 
project sales 
time! 

Can you identify the 
“sweet” faces  shown 
here?  Doug Herold 
and Dennis James 
were just two of the 
“victims” that were 
selected as recipients 
of the Teen’s fund 
raising whipped-
cream pie toss. 

Carol Luke and James Simmons prepare the table for the pitch-in Saturday night. 
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From the  
Mid-Summer 

Campout 
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HOSTED BY YOUR STATE ASSOCIATION TRUSTEES 
 

     October 2-3-4, 2009 
     Brown  County Fairgrounds  

     Nashville, Indiana 
 

 Name: ___________________________ Chapter Name ___________________________ 
 
 Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Adults:  ____  Teens: ____  Youth: _____Handicap: ___(Must have handicap card and be pre-registered) 
 
 Type of Unit: __________________Length: _______  Number of Slides: ___________ 
      Pre-registered $40 weekend ($10 pre-registration; $30 at the gate)  
      Second family in same unit $10 activity fee 
       ($10.00 additional for Thursday night) 
 
    MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  Indiana Association NCHA/FCRV 
             SEND TO:  Carol Luke 
              914 Governor Lane 
              Shelbyville, IN 46176 

 
DEADLINE FOR PRE-REGISTRATION:  September 12, 2009 

��������
 




2009 Fall Campout 
Tipton County Fairgrounds 

August 14, 15, 16 
Hosted by the Skeeter Beaters 

 
��������	
�
	�

Bring your Hawaiian shirts and grass skirts 
(Lei’s will be provided at check in) 

 
    Name: ___________________________ Chapter Name ___________________________ 
 
    Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Adults:  ____  Teens: ____  Youth: _____Handicap: ___(Must have handicap card and be pre-registered) 
 
    Type of Unit: __________________Length: _______  Number of Slides: ___________ 
         Pre-registered $40 weekend ($10 pre-registration; $30 at the gate)  
              Second family in same unit $10 activity fee 
         ($15.00 additional for Thursday night, Registration opens at 5:30) 

 
Preregistration due by 08/08/09 

 
Make checks payable to: Skeeter Beaters 

Send to:  Paula Klaiber 
1951 W. Edgewood Ave, lot #25 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46217 
 

Hospitality Friday from 6-9 
Movies Friday and Saturday both nights in the Main Building 
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VOLUNTEER FOR CAMPVENTION 2010 COMMITTEES 
 

NAME ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS _____________________________  

CITY ____________________ ST _____ ZIP ________ 

PHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE ________________ 

EMAIL ________________________________________ 
 
 
I am interested in helping with CAMPVENTION 2010 
 
Specific interest_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Let me know where you need help____ 
 
Return this form to your State Director 
 

 

BETTY BRICKER 
 

   Betty Bricker, 79, died Saturday, June 
13, 2009, after a long illness.   
   She was a member and past president 
of the Sundowner’s Club of Indiana’s 
FCRV.  She was retired as head cook of 
Rose Hamilton Elementary School, and 
was a past-president of the VFW Auxil-
iary.  Betty enjoyed camping, cooking 
and spending time with family and 
friends. 
   Surviving Betty is her husband of 58 
years, Robert M. Bricker, and daughter 
(Carolyn Anderson) and son (Marshall 
Bricker), and 2 grandsons.   
 

Condolences can be sent to  
 Bob Bricker 
 303 Linden Dr.  
 Centerville, IN 47330-1514.   
Memorial contributions may be made to  
 Faith-Trinity United Methodist Church  
 2900 West Main Street  
 Richmond, IN 47374.   

For Sale: 
1995 Holiday Rambler 5th wheel, 32 ft 
with one slide and awning. Also 1989 
Ford, 460, 4-door crew cab, electric 
front windows and power locks.  Make 
an offer.  Harry Fry (317– 877-8207). 

   Campvention 2009 is about to go into 
the history books.  It didn’t get organ-
ized and produced without the help of 
many hands.  Just think about all the 
committees, filled with dedicated work-
ers, that went into making it a successful 
venture. I would wager that if you asked 
any of the people involved, they would 
tell you that in spite of the work that it 
took, they enjoyed the campvention so 
much more by being a part of it. 
   Guess what:  WE’RE UP NEXT!!! 
   What seemed to be so far away just a 
year ago is now looming on the horizon. 
Some of the jobs involved in running the 
campvention are big and involved, some 
take only a few hours of time, but all 
make the experience of the campvention 
so much richer. 
   If you have thought about volunteering  
but have been putting it off, please re-
consider becoming part of the biggest 
celebration ever… the GOLDEN RE-
UNION OF  FAMILY CAMPERS 
needs YOU!!!!! No photo available at this time 

 
1994 Winnebago "Brave" Class A, 32 
foot.  454 engine, Chevrolet, gas, mile-
age  65,288. 
Sleeps 6, Air-condition, generator 
(Onan), micro-wave.  Has couch (fold-
out), one chair, booth, seats 4. 
Fu l l  s ize  bed  in  rear  (wa l k 
around).  Awning could use a new 
cover, but old one does  not leak. 
No holes or tears on carpet or uphol-
stery.  Very clean.  Asking $18,000.00.  
Call 317-835-4111 or 317-402-1819. 
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  Okay, life is hard.  There are times 
when just getting through another day is 
a challenge of a lifetime.  We have to 
gear up with every bit of energy and 
wisdom that we have gleaned over our 
years on earth to face what the next day, 
even the next moment brings.  Our life is 
the script of an unending soap opera. 
   STOP!  Does it have to be that way???   
Do you find that your life is nothing but 
drama? Is it just too much to handle 
sometimes? Then just stop being such a 
Drama Queen or King and get on with 
your life!  
   July 8 is the day to start putting the 
drama behind you.  It’s time to face your 
life with humor and laughter. And you’ll 
find those drama-inducing times much 
easier to handle and your health, both 
mental and physical, will be better too!  
   SCUD Day means “Savor the Comic, 
Unplug the Drama” Day.   
   Remember the movie Mary Poppins?  
In the scene where George Banks was 
fired as a bank official because the antics 
of his young son caused a run on the 
bank, several events happened.  First, his 
firing was demonstrated by another offi-

cial punching the top out of his hat and 
tearing petals off his boutonniere.  (Can 
you imagine the humiliation?)   
   Suddenly Mary Poppin’s favorite word 
“supercalifragilisticexpialidocious” 
popped into George’s head, and he 
started to laugh.  He left the scene after 
telling a silly little joke he had heard 
from Mary Poppin’s friend Bert, leaving 
the other bankers thinking he was 
“losing it.”  He returned home to his 
wife and children in a happy mood, after 
what could have been the worst day of 
his life.  Why? Just because he added a 
comedic moment to put things in per-
spective. 
   The old bank head got the humor of 
the contagious moment and laughed 
himself into a state of levitation. He 
eventually died laughing.  The rest of the 
“stuffed shirts” went out to uncharacter-
istically fly kites, as George himself 
found that you can face even the worst 
fates by flying above the fray and look-
ing at it in a different way. 
   So, on July 8, SCUD (Savor the 
Comic; Unplug the Drama).  Take time 
to step back, fly your own kite, and find 

your own humor.  Are the things hap-
pening really so intense that lightening it 
up a little will destroy the future?   
   Alcoholics Anonymous uses a 
“Serenity Prayer” to help relieve the 
tension of their task.  We have all heard 
it.  But here is the full text to consider 
how to face each test in life:   
 

God grant me the serenity  
to accept the things I cannot change;  
courage to change the things I can; 
and wisdom to know the difference. 

 

Living one day at a time;  
Enjoying one moment at a time;  

Accepting hardships  
as the pathway to peace;  

Taking, as He did, this sinful world 
as it is,  

not as I would have it;  
Trusting that He will make all things 

right if I surrender to His will; 
That I may be reasonably happy  

in this life  
and supremely happy with Him Forever 

in the next. 
Amen. 

--Reinhold Niebuhr 
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Girlfriend’s Day 

���� U.S. 
Coast  
Guard Day Hiroshima Day 

Lighthouse 
Day 

��
Garage 
Sale 
Day 

Assistance 
Dog Day S”mores Day 

International  
Youth Day 

Intern ational 
Left H ander’s 
Day Relaxation Day 

Cupcake Day 
Root  
Beer Float Day 

���

National Dog Day 
Kiss and  
Make Up Day 

According to 
Hoyle Day 

National Toasted 
Marshmallow Day 

Sister’s Day 

FALL STATE CAMPOUT, “SOUTH PACIFIC” 
August 14-16, 2009 

Tipton, Indiana 
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Advertising Policy  

   The Hoosier Chatter accepts adver-
tisements at the rate of $5.00/column 
inch/issue for commercial advertisers 
and $3.00/column inch/issue for per-
sonal advertisers.  There are significant 
discounts available for multiple issue 
ads. These advertisements are open to 
any business or individual, but will be 
screened  to assure they are appropriate 
to the goals and philosophy of the 
Family Campers and RVers.   
   Inclusion of an ad in the Hoosier 
Chatter does not imply official en-
dorsement by the FCRV, the Indiana 
State Association of the FCRV, or of 
the Hoosier Chatter. 
   The deadline for ads and articles in 
the Hoosier Chatter is the 25th of the 
month preceding the issue month. 
   Further questions or information  
may be obtained by contacting the edi-
tor at hoosierchatter@hotmail.com or 
Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, 
Indianapolis, IN 46222-1947 317-925-
0150. 
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Half-way 
through 
2009 day. 

Stay out  
of the sun day  

National 
Chocolate Day 

National 
SCUD 
Day* 

Don’t 
step on 
a BEE Day 

National 
Gummi  
Bear Day  

National 
Hot Dog Day 

National 
Ice Cream Day 

Hug your 
kids Day 

Gorgeous 
Grandma 
Day 

Tell  
an old Joke Day 

Cow 
Appreciation 
Day 

National Parents 
Day 

National 
Milk 
Chocolate Day 

Father 
 in Law  
Day 

* See article on 
page 10! 

FCRV NATIONAL CAMPVENTION 
JULY 3-9, 2009 

SEDALIA, MISSOURI 


