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International Events 

 
 
 

International Campvention 
July 9-16, 2010 

Berrien Springs, Michigan 
 

Regional Events 
 
 

Indiana State Events 
 
 

Retiree Fall Campout 
September 28-October 1, 2009 

Brown County Fairgrounds 
Nashville, IN 

 

Fall Invitational  
October 2-3-4, 2009 

Brown County Fairgrounds 
Nashville, IN 

 
Summer Campout 
June 11-13, 2010 

Hosted by the  
Coffee Pot Campers 

(More information to follow) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“THE FRIENDLIEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD”  

INDIANA STATE ASSOCIATION, INC. OF  FAMILY CAMPERS AND RVers,  Founded as National Campers & Hikers Association 
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Miss  
Indiana FCRV 

2009-2010 
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Indiana FCRV 
Teen King 
2009-2010 
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   Forty camping units and 3 additional 
families plus a number of “drive-ins” 
enjoyed the Fall Invitational hosted by 
the Skeeter Beaters at Tipton County 4-
H Fairgrounds the weekend of August 
14-16.  Nearly perfect weather (warm, 
sunny days and cool evenings) contrib-
uted to the  fun. 
   The South Pacific Island theme was 
carried out with leis being given to each 
person attending the campout.  The Fri-
day night hospitality consisted of shish-
ka-bobs prepared on the grill, chips and 
homemade cookies.   
   Euchre was played Friday after the 
hospitality, and the movie “RV” was 
shown later that evening. 
   An SPC walk started the Saturday fes-
tivities.  Door prizes and project sales 
followed, as the rehearsals for the Teen 
Queen and Teen King pageants were 
conducted on the stage.  The youth pro-
gram coincided with a DAT program 
focusing on the H1N1 Virus. 
   Saturday afternoon was highlighted by 
the Teen Queen and Teen King pag-
eants.  There were three candidates for 
each position:  Alexa Davis was 
crowned Indiana’s Teen Queen, with 
Teagan Felver as first runner up and 
Robin Rost as second runner up.  Robin 
was also honored as Miss Congeniality.   
   Bradley Frye was crowned as Indi-
ana’s Teen King.  The first runner up 
was James Simmons and the second 
runner up was Doug Herold.   

   Congratulations go to all of the candi-
dates, and especially to Queen Alexa 
and King Brad!  Your state is behind 
you and we know that you will represent 
us well throughout the year and at the 
National Campvention in Berrien 
Springs in 2010! 
   During the evening meeting, the 
Charles Grether Scholarship was pre-
sented to James Simmons.  This award is 
given to the graduating senior with the 
highest grade point average.  Congratu-
lations to James! 
   After the coronation, the weekend’s 
theme continued with the movie “South 
Pacific.”  The evening concluded with a 
loud and proud noise parade honoring 
the new Teen Royalty. 
   Sunday morning, the campout offi-
cially concluded with a meditation and 
worship service that was presented by 
Robert Rost.  He included a discussion 
about the recent mission trip that he and 
his wife, Mary, took to an Indian reser-
vation in South Dakota.   
   The hosting chapter worked to make 
this campout at “green” as possible.  
Recycling was encouraged and recycling 
barrels were made available for both 
aluminum and plastic containers.  Every-
one was encouraged to bring their own 
cups to the continuously-supplied hot 
and cold beverages that were provided. 
   All in all, it was a very enjoyable 
weekend.  Special thanks go to the 
Skeeter Beaters for all their hard work! 
    

Why not consider hosting  
or helping to host a campout???   

HELP IS AVAILABLE  
if you don’t feel you can do it 
alone.  Just contact any of the 
trustees for more information! 

SEE SPECIAL INVITATION  
ON PAGE 13 
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Hello Indiana  FCRV 
   What a fantastic weekend we had in 
Tipton! we want to first thank the 
Skeeter Beaters for that Campout.  They 
came through and did a great job.  
Thank you from all (I’m sure). 
   Next, we want to thank all contestants 
for their time and effort for the King, 
and Queen contests. These young people 
did all they could to show how they 
would represent us this next year and 
beyond. Our most heartfelt thanks go to 
all.  Most certainly, our congratulations 
go to our NEW King and Queen   
“Bradley and Alexa”,  and their Court, 
Teagen and Robin, Dustin and James.  
You all did a great job, and we hope you 
had “FUN.” It’s too bad there can only 
be one, you are all did GREAT.   Also 
thank you to their parents for all you 
went through guiding and nurturing such 
fine young adults.  
 Lastly we thank Kaci for a wonderful 
year she gave us. I especially will re-
member your embarrassment when I 
would bow, but “Royalty” deserves our  
respect.  Thank you.  
 For those who have not heard, our 
Nat’l Teen Program Director  Camy 
Hicks’ Mother passed away this last 
week, please keep  Hugh and Camy and 
family in our prayers and thoughts  as 
they go through this time of mourning.   
 We are preparing for  the Fall Invita-
tional in Brown County, coming up Oct. 
2-4, 2009. The Retiree Fall Campout is 
just before that, Sept. 28-Oct. 1, 2009.  
Please pre-register and plan to attend. 
   The Fall Invitational is our time to 
give out anniversary certificates. THE 
RECIPIENTS OF THESE ARE 

LISTED ON PAGE 10 of this Chatter.  
Please, if I have your name incorrect,  let 
me know so I can correct before we print 
the Certificates.   
 Don’t forget Berrien Springs, our  
next Campvention coming in July 9-16, 
2010.  We are still in need for some 
Chairmen.  Let Vickie Roop know if you 
are interested.   
   Retirees, don’t forget the Retiree Rally 
in Ladson, South Carolina March 23-28, 
2010. See your Camping Today  for 
more info, or visit the website.  Retirees, 
we have not yet chosen a new Retiree 
Director to take over for Tom and Ju-
dith. 
 We talked about the FCRV website 
news. There are certain areas that are 
protected by a password now. If you 
need to enter the email area (within 
members area) let us know and we will 
inform you of the procedure to enter. 
Just please do not pass that information.  
We need to keep that information within 
our membership to prohibit  that infor-
mation  from getting in the wrong hands 
(spammers). 
 We forgot to welcome First Timers 
at the last Campout. I apologize for that. 
It has been a while since we had any 
First Timers and I slipped! I will try not 
to let that happen again. Hopefully this 
couple has joined now and we will see 
more of them. 
 I think that covers everything for 
now, see Doug Herold’s  note for any 
news on campouts for next year.  Enjoy 
what’s left of Summer and Fall.   
   Till the next campfire,  “seeya!” 
   !�

���	
����
�"�#	���    
 Hello Indiana,  

   For those who don’t know me, my 
name is Brad Frye, your 2010 Teen 
King! My family and I have been long 
time active members in FCRV, and be-
long to Chapter 108 Rainbows.  I am 
looking forward to escorting Alexa dur-
ing her reign and meeting new friends 
along the way.    
   Please stop and shake my hand and 
introduce yourself when you see me out 
and about at Brown County.   Until then, 
thank you for your continued support in 
getting us to our big event in Berrien 
Springs MI. 
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   Wow, What a great weekend! We want 
to thank our hosts, the Skeeter Beaters. 
The South Pacific theme went great with 
the weather. Thanks to all that helped.  
   The Teen Queen and King campout are 
a lot of fun. Thanks Kaci for a great job 
the past year. Now we have a new queen, 
Alexa Davis. What a singer! We look 
forward to hearing her sing more for us.  
   The King is Brad Frye. Maybe he can 
get up on stage and play us a song.      
   Our next campout will be at Brown 
County, October second to the fourth. 
The theme is Happy 60th Birthday. 
    We will have a Board Meeting on Sun-
day the 4th at 10:30 am. We need to vote 
on the Bylaw changes. More information 
coming up.   
   Here is something to think about. How 
can we get new members to join FCRV? 
With people laid off, and the price of gas 
changing each day, it is hard to go camp-
ing. As you know cost are going up all 
over. By cutting out one state campout, 
we hope more members will be able to 
join us.  
   And always, when you see us give a 
wave and say HELLO!  
   !�%&�	
���	��"�'�������  

   My parents, Brad and Stacy, and I 
have been in F.C.R.V. for 13 years now 
as members of the Skeeter Beaters, 
Chapter 17.   
   The Tipton camp out was a huge suc-
cess and every one who ran for teen king 
and queen did an awesome job. As 
Brown County will be here before we 
know it, I am looking forward to person-
ally meeting each of you.   
   Thank you for all of your support! 
   (��)	�  

   Hello Indiana!    
   My name is Alexa Davis and I'm your 
new 2010 Miss Indiana F.C.R.V! I'm so 
thankful that I have the privilege to be 
able to represent you. 
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EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 

Chatter Editors: Mike and Marilyn Rausch   hoosierchatter@hotmail.com 
State Director:  Dennis and Cindy James      dencin5356@embarqmail.com 
Asst State Director: Tom and Judith McKinley    tm.mckinley@gmail.com  
President:  Doug and Patricia Herold                 dougpatricia@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Ron and Karen Roller         kroller3566@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Bob and Carol Luke          rc-ca-luke@hotmail.com 
Secretary: Rick and Christina Lucas         clucas@franklincollege.edu 
Northern   Reps:  Ralph and Gerri Ruch    gruch@earthlink.net 
Southern Reps: Mike and Brenda Simmons    mdsimmons@cinergymetro.net  
Conservation: Dick and Marge Shear      rshear_2000@yahoo.com   
Youth: Mike and Brenda Simmons               mdsimmons@cinergymetro.net 
Chaplain: Ed and Ellen Griffin       edwin.griffin@gmail.com 
Retirees Director: Tom and Judith McKinley  tm.mckinley@gmail.com   
Teens:  Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt       angieshaneyfelt@hotmail.com 
FCRV web site:            www.FCRV.org 
FCRV National Office:             FCRVnat@verizon.net 
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INDIANA STATE ASSOCIATION TRUSTEES AND PROGRAM CHAI RMEN 
President:           Doug and Patty Herold, 8533 N Farmstead Ct, Columbus IN  47201-8545 (812-552-3253)  
Vice President:        Ron and Karen Roller, 3566 E. 75 N, Logansport, IN 46947 (574-722-2705) 
Treasurer:         Bob and Carol Luke, 914 Governor Lane, Shelbyville, IN 46176 (Bob: 317-502-5881, Carol: 317-502-0608) 
Secretary:         Richard and Christina Lucas, 59 Frostwood Ln, Greenwood, IN 46143 (317-887-4927 home, 317-372-4436 cell) 
Northern Representative:   Ralph and Gerry Ruch, 1889 N CR300 E, Logansport, IN 46947 (574-722-2265) 
Central Representative:   Bill and Wilma Johnson, 6371 W. 450 S, Columbus, IN 47201 (812-342-4573) 
Southern Representative:    Mike and Brenda Simmons, 26 W. Poplar St., North Vernon, IN 47265 (812-346-8334) 
Past President:                      Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848)  
Adult games:           A. Chester Nolan, 553 E. Bridge Street, Brownstown, IN 47220 (812-358-3026) 
        B. Phil Bowlen 12039 Briarway S. Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46259 (317-862-0510) 
Budget & Audit:       A. Mark Shaneyfelt, 23566 Nora St., Elkhart, IN 46516 
            B. Michael Rausch , 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150)            
Chaplain:          Ed Griffin, 224 Rainbow Dr #12497, Livingston, TX 77399-2024 (317-850-4339) 
Conservation/Wildlife:    Dick & Marge Shear, 3603 Pebblepoint Way, Muncie IN  47302-6932 (765-288-7890)  
Euchre:                         A. Pauline Rose, 4303 Aspen Way, Indianapolis IN  46226-5328 (317 898-0627) 
        B. Jim and Paula Klaiber, 1951 W. Edgewood Ave, Lot 34, Indianapolis, IN 46217 (317-697-7270) 
Nominating Committee:  Mark Shaneyfelt, 23566 Nora St., Elkhart, IN 46516 
Photographer /Historian:    A. Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150) 
        B. Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Projects:            Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Scholarship:           Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848)  
Security:                                Rainbow 108 Chapter: attn: Bo and Doris Gries, 20189 N County Road 600 E, Dale, IN 47523-9269 (812-937-0067) 
Tabs:             A.  Patti Thieme,  4625 E 700 N, Decatur, IN 46733 (260-724-9262) 
        B. Tom & Judith McKinley, P.O. Box 127, Rossville IN  46065-0127 (765-379-2743) 
Teens:              A. Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848) 
          B.  Michele White, 13550 Haynes Ave, Mishawaka IN  46545-7464 (574-255-3549) 
         C.  Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Youth:                    A. Brenda Simmons, 26 W. Poplar St., North Vernon, IN  47265 (812-346-8334) 
         B. Cooky Powell, 7432 E. Co. Rd. 1100 N., Sunman, IN 47041 (812-623-2342) 
Chatter Editor/:     Mike and Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150)            

INDIANA STATE/NATIONAL PROGRAM DIRECTORS 
Indiana State Director:                          Dennis and Cindy James, 3395 N. US Hwy 33, Decatur, IN 46733  (260-592-8722) (cell 260-223-0863) 
Indiana Asst. State Director:                 Tom & Judith McKinley, P.O. Box 127, Rossville IN  46065-0127 (765-379-2743) 
Indiana State Retiree Director:             Tom & Judith McKinley, P.O. Box 127, Rossville IN  46065-0127 (765-379-2743) 
Indiana Renewal Director:                     Nancy Bensley, 6429 W 13th St., Indianapolis IN  46214-3529 (317-243-8755) 
National/State DAT/Safety Directors:   Michael & Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Dr, Indianapolis IN 46222 (317-925-0150)�
Indiana State Conservation Directors:  Dick & Marge Shear, 3603 Pebblepoint Way, Muncie IN  47302-6932 (765-288-7890)  
Indiana Membership Field Directors:   Dennis and Cindy James, 3395 N US Hwy 33, Decatur, IN 46733   (260-592-8722) (cell 260-223-0863) 
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   The Capitol City Campers met at the 
Fall Campout in Tipton on 8/15/2009.  
We were very happy that Pauline Rose 
and Harry and Jackie Fry were able to be 
with us, and were glad to welcome back 
Betty Williams and Carolyn Richards. 
   Mike Rausch related a summary of the 
National Campvention in Sedalia, as the 
Rausch’s were the only members of our 
chapter that were able to attend this year. 
There were only 8 project sales at the 
campvention, and one other seller also 
had fire starters.  Go figure. 
   We discussed our next campout, which 
will be the third weekend in September 
at Broadview Lake near Colfax, Indiana. 
Anyone who would like to join us is 
more than welcome! 
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   The Wabash Cannonballs met in July 
at Sullivan Park on Saturday, July 18.  
The meeting was called to order by the 
president, Ralph Dailey.  We recited the 
pledge to our American Flag. 
   The secretary’s report was read and 
approved.  The treasurer’s report was 
given, and no new bills were presented.  
Roll call was answered by 14 members 
camping, 2 drive-ins, and 4 guests. 
   Get well cards are to be sent to Charlie 
Fields and Zelma Helderman.  One anni-
versary, Ray and Martha Hart’s 60th, was 
recognized.   
   The next meeting will be at Elnora 
Fairgrounds on August 21-23. 
   The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer.  Following the adjournment, we 
had a “white elephant” sale. 
   +	���	�'	���

   The July campout of the Travlin’ Tur-
tles was at Cereland.  Attending were 22 
members and 2 grandchildren.  The 
Thomases and Sparks had company to 
join them on Saturday. 
   We were glad to have our Field Direc-
tors, the Johnsons, visit with us Saturday 
evening.  We are happy to see Wilma 
doing much better.  Continue the pro-
gress you are making, Wilma!   
   Wilma urged us to attend the state 
campouts for some fun times.  She re-
ported that the state membership is drop-
ping.  The pop tab collection is down, so 
we should continue to support it as much 
as possible. 
   Happy Birthday wishes go to Ken 
Bales, Ron Jones, and Mary Lou Craig.  
We wish a Happy Anniversary to Joe 
and Mary Lou Craig for their third year. 
   Thanks to hosts Sparks and Craigs, 
who had the worry of knowing whether 
we would have rain at mealtimes or not.  
Thankfully, the weather cooperated and 
quit raining in time to have our evening 
meals without getting wet. 
   The rain even let us get most of our 
Ropes and Ladders  competition done.  
Thanks Phyllis Durnal for keeping the 
golf balls flying! 
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   The Cornpoppers recently enjoyed a 
campout at the Broken Arrow Camp-
ground near Winamac, hosted by Ron 
and Karen Roller.  We had four families 
and one guest family camping.  Bill and 
Clara Somsel and Wayne and Shelia 
Hines joined us on Thursday evening.     
   Following a short business meeting on 
Thursday evening, we enjoyed home-
made ice cream.    
   Clara Somsel had her surgery for a hip 
replacement on August 10th and is now 
recovering in the Arbor at Memorial Hos-
pital, Logansport, Indiana.  She is in 
room 329 and will be there for 2 or 3 
weeks.    
   Also, Delores Sherman is recovering at 
home following surgery to repair a shoul-
der injury.    
   The Ruchs and Rollers have just re-
turned home following a camping week-
end at Tipton.  The Skeeter Beaters did a 
great job as host for this campout.   
   We wish to extend our congratulations 
and best wishes  to our new FCRV Teen 
Queen and King as they represent Indi-
ana.     
   Looking forward to seeing everyone at 
Brown County!   
 /	��
�������  

   I have been told our July campout at 
Sycamore Campground near English, 
Indiana was a rather rainy affair. It was 
located near Marengo Caves with plenty 
of rock formations and winding roads.  
 Bill and Wilma Johnson (who intro-
duced us to this place) invited the own-
ers (Dale) to have breakfast with them, 
which they did. Dale’s sister came by 
and said don’t feed the bears. She was 
actually talking about Dale.  
 Dale took Bill (Johnson) on a me-
chanical mule ride. Ask Bill sometime 
what he does out in the middle of the 
forest, out of gas in the middle of a tor-
rential rain storm.  
 A good pitch-in was had by all. Ru-
mor has it that Mike (Simmons) actually 
cooked in his camper.  
 Bluebird crafts were made by the 
kids, thanks to Brenda. 
 Leon (Swift) got to take a tour of the 
area on the mechanical mule. Ask Whit-
ney about finding a deer skull. 
 Our August Campout was at Tipton, 
Indiana. It was in conjunction with the 
Teen King/Queen Pageant. This was my 
first King/Queen contest (not as a par-
ticipant). We certainly have some won-
derful kids in the FCRV. Very good 

singers and performers. I didn’t realize 
how much hard work the adults did (not 
to mention the kids) in carrying this out 
so beautifully. And to think, I was just 
content on staying at the camper and 
read a book. 
 We got in a geo-caching trip over the 
weekend. Although it was a rather warm 
weekend, the breeze was delightful. But 
the temp didn’t keep Chet from dragging 
out the campfire ring. Camping just isn’t 
the same without a campfire. Thanks 
Chet.  
 No matter what events that take 
place in our lives, all seem to melt away 
when we go camping. See ya all around 
the campfire. 
Blessings,  
$�
�4�*�	��
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   Of course as you all know by now my 
name is Kaci and I had the great honor 
of representing Indiana this past year. It 
was one of the most exciting experiences 
I've had in my life.  
   I learned a lot about myself and the 
people around me. I met a lot of incredi-
ble people, in my own state and from 
other states as well. I found how much 
other people believed in me to do my 
best, even when I didn't always believe 
in myself. That is why I have a lot of 
THANK YOUs to say.  
   I want to thank everyone that gave me 
donations through out the year. I want to 
thank everyone that supported me in my 
raffle. I want to thank all the people that 
personally helped me with all the 
queen’s duties. I want to thank all the 
people that where involved with making 
my nationals special, yes even the guy 
that voted our noise parade “number 
one.”And I want to thank my Parents, be 
cause without them I probably would 
have gone completely nuts.  
   Without the help and support of all of 
you I never would have gotten to have 
this incredible honor of representing 
Indiana at Nationals. It also made it ex-
tra special going to nationals knowing 
that my state was already proud of me.  

  Thanks to everyone for bringing the 
tabs to the campouts.  The Ronald 
McDonald house in also in need of other 
items, for example...lap blankets (can 
not have knots), new kids toys, new puz-
zles, coloring books, games...  If you 
bring these items to the campout I will 
see that they get to the Ronald McDon-
ald house.   
   Keep up the good work of bringing 
your tabs (please be sure to collect from 
all your family members, friends, even 
your enemies). 
  Thanks again and see you at Brown 
County. 
  �	����0������
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   What a great weekend we had at the 
Fall Campout.  There were 7 kids in 
attendance. 
   We made bluebirds, with their hands 
as the wings and tail feathers.  I don’t 
know who had the most fun playing the 
game, the kids or Fletcher, who was 
helping me.  Thanks, Fletcher.  You 
were a big help! 
   I want to thank everyone who has do-
nated items for the youth.  They had fun 
tossing rings to get prizes on Saturday. 
   The posters sure brought in the ribbons 
at Campvention.  Macy got first in con-
servation, and Samantha got third place.  
Macy got third place and Jessica got a 
participation ribbon in the “Camping 
Is…” contest.  Way to go, girls! 
   See you at Brown County for a quick 
craft and fun! 
   $��
�	�*����
��
���Youth Chairman 

   Euchre champions were Bob Sanders 
and Martha Jones. 
     The August Campout of the Travlin’ 
Turtles was at Sycamore Springs at Eng-
lish, Indiana.  This was our first time 
there.  Fifteen members enjoyed the 
peaceful, quiet place, even with the Girls 
Scouts and Boy Scouts camping nearby. 
   We journeyed to the Overlook Restau-
rant at Leavenworth for a delicious 
lunch, and had a beautiful view of the 
Ohio River while we ate. 
   Thanks go to our hosts, Bob and Betty 
Sanders and Chris Grow. 
   We need to keep in our prayers Rex 
Wilson, who had a stent put into his 
heart recently, Shirley Humphrey, who 
is under the weather, Charlie Rodgers 
with his ongoing health problems, and 
Mary Rodgers, giver of the loving care 
Charlie needs. 
   We were happy to have Mary and 
Sharon Masters drive down to be with us 
Saturday afternoon and evening. 
   +	���	�#�
���

   I know I'm going to miss representing 
all of you, and of course having Dennis 
bow every time I walked by. But I know 
its time for a new Queen to be crowned. 
I just hope whoever wins will take the 
time to get to know the great people of 
this state like I have this past year and 
that they'll have just as much fun as I 
have had.  
   Thank you again for letting me repre-
sent all of you and supporting me 
through out this entire year, I couldn't 
have done it without you.  
Yours Sincerely, 
/	
��
Miss Indiana 2009 
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   The Retirees will meet at Brown 
County 4-H Fairgrounds in Nashville, 
IN. Early Birds may come in on Monday 
AFTER 1:00 p.m. The fee is $10.00 a 
night. 
   Our theme this year is “Happy Birth-
day Hoosier Retirees—34 years.” Every-
one is asked to bring a baby picture of 
yourself with your name on the back. It 
is for the birthday party. 
   We will be a busy group this year, lots 
of things to participate in: Bocce ball, 
Euchre, Washer Toss, Craft Classes. 
   Our pitch-in dinner is on Wednesday 
evening at 5:30. Everyone is to bring 2 
of 3 dishes (salad, vegetable, dessert). 
The meat will be provided. 
   We are having our breakfast again this 
year and that will be Thursday morning 
at 8:00. Everyone that likes fruit for 
breakfast bring a fruit to add to the bowl 
and it will be served as a fruit salad with 
breakfast. 
   Thursday morning between 8:30 and 
9:00 a.m. bring ALL RECEIPTS to the 
Treasurer CAROL LUKE. She will be in 
the building where breakfast is served. 
   On Thursday at 1:30, we will have our 
King and Queen Reception and follow-
ing that will be our annual meeting. 
   5���
�6�����
 , Secretary 

   We had a good turnout of teens at Tip-
ton.  Congrats to Alexa Davis and Brad-
ley Frye as our new queen and king!  I'm 
sure that they will make Indiana proud. 
   Teens please be thinking about what 
activity you would like to do at Brown 
County.  Make sure that you sign in (and 
out) with us at each campout.  Also at 
Brown County we will be voting for our 
teen officers. 
   Hope to see lots of teens at Brown 
County.  Make sure that you are all at 
the Brown County Project Sales 
for our "BIG" fundraiser!!! 
   5��4�(
&���*�	
�"����  
 Teen Directors  
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   There is, I think it is true to say, some-
thing a little bit depressing about Labor 
Day weekend. For Labor day weekend 
signals the psychological end, at least, to 
summer with its periods of refreshment, 
and the start again, for many, of the 
more hectic rhythm of life and work at 
school, in college, at office or, in home. 
So let me ask you: How is your work? 
Are you giving of yourself at work? Is 
work a place where you sacrifice for a 
cause? 
   I find it helpful to remember the story 
of the young boy who wanted to help his 
dad: 
   The boy watched his father cutting an 
expensive furnace tile. "Let me try that," 
he said. 
   "No," said the father, "a wrong cut will 
ruin the expensive tile." 
   "Then I'll watch." He saw his father 
draw the line in black chalk, place the 
chisel carefully on the line and repeat-
edly tap his blows. First lightly, as he 
circled the tile slowly, and then heavier 
blows were made. 
   "It looks to me," said the boy, "like 
you are getting nowhere. You haven't 
begun to cut through." 
   "Watch," said the father. After a num-
ber of blows carefully repeated, the fa-

  “Do not be worn out 
by the Labors which 
you have undertaken 
for My sake, and do 
not let tribulations ever 
cast you down. In-

stead, let My promise strengthen and 
comfort you under every circumstance. I 
am well able to reward you above all 
measure and degree. You shall not toil 
here long nor always be oppressed with 
grief. A time will come when all labor 
and trouble will cease.    Labor faithfully 
in My vineyard; I will be thy recom-
pense. Life everlasting is worth all these 
conflict, and greater than these. Are not 
all plentiful Labors to be endured for the 
sake of life eternal? Lift your face there-
fore to heaven; behold I and all My 
saints with me--who in this world had 
great conflicts--are now comforted, now 
rejoicing, now secure, now at rest, and 
shall remain with Me everlastingly in the 
kingdom of My father.” 

 Thomas a Kempis,  
The Imitation of Christ  

 (http://www.bartleby.com/7/2/347.html) 
 
Hope to see you down the road, 
5��6�����
�
Indiana FCRV Chaplain 

ther gave one hard blow and the tile 
separated with a perfect cut. 
   "Why didn't you hit it that hard in the 
first place?" asked the boy. 
   "It would have ruined the tile and 
made it worthless," said the father. "All 
those earlier blows set the pattern for the 
final one." 
   There are many things in life that seem 
repetitious and sometimes worthless but 
they set the stage for the truly important 
decisions in life. The drinking habits of 
Gideon's army determined which ones 
were chosen for battle. 
   Our habits of regular worship, of daily 
cleanliness and friendly enthusiasms, of 
genuine kindness may provide many 
seemingly unimportant experiences, but 
they lead along the pathway to true 
greatness. The development of the hu-
man soul in sincere faith and loving 
kindness is important all through life and 
the Heavenly Father knows our times of 
sorrow and our times of joy and rejoices 
in the growth of each human soul. 
 

   I Corinthians 15:58 -  "Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye stead-
fast, unmovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord." 

5�)��
��#
����+@:@A�

���1949 2009 
                           2009 FALL INVITATIONAL  
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HOSTED BY YOUR STATE ASSOCIATION TRUSTEES 
 

October 2-3-4, 2009 
Brown  County Fairgrounds  

Nashville, Indiana 
 

 Name: ___________________________ Chapter Name ___________________________ 
 
 Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Adults:  ____  Teens: ____  Youth: _____Handicap: ___(Must have handicap card and be pre-registered) 
 
 Type of Unit: __________________Length: _______  Number of Slides: ___________ 
      Pre-registered $40 weekend ($10 pre-registration; $30 at the gate)  
      Second family in same unit $10 activity fee 
       ($10.00 additional for Thursday night) 
    MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  Indiana Association NCHA/FCRV 
             SEND TO:  Carol Luke 
              914 Governor Lane 
              Shelbyville, IN 46176 

 

DEADLINE FOR PRE-REGISTRATION:  September 12, 2009 
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   Flu season is not very far away, and 
the usual concerns are there.  For most 
people, the flu is a major inconvenience 
and discomfort.  For a few, influenza 
becomes a life-threatening event, and 
can result in long-term consequences,  
even including death. 
   For many years, health officials have 
encouraged the population to protect 
themselves by getting the flu vaccine 
and taking precautions to avoid spread-
ing the virus.  This has been met with 
varied responses, from enthusiastic com-
pliance to indifference.   
   This year is different, though, as we 
are facing not only the usual seasonal flu 
but a new strain known as the “Novel 
H1N1 Virus” (formerly known as the 
“swine flu”).  Because of this, the Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) is increasing 
its efforts to educate us for prevention of 
the worse consequences of the infection. 
   Unfortunately, the vaccines that have 
become “routine” in preparation for the 
flu season have not seemed to offer im-
munity against the H1N1 flu.  Efforts are 
being intensified to get a vaccine spe-
cific for the H1N1 Virus in time, and it 
looks like by the end of October at least 
those at highest risk will be able to re-
ceive it.  It may require two doses given 
three weeks apart for protection. 
   In the meantime, how can we arm our-
selves against this potential pandemic? 
  The first step in fighting infection is 
being in good, strong physical condition.  
Getting adequate rest, nutrition, and ex-
ercise is important every day.  Athlete’s 
condition long before they play… and 
we need to be prepared before we need 
to fight infection as well.   
   The basic mantra of preventing spread 
of infection is twofold:  COVER YOUR 
COUGH and CLEAN YOUR HANDS. 
    Coughing into your sleeve or the 
crook of the elbow is essential.  All res-
piratory infections are spread by 
“droplets” that escape and are sent into 
the air when we cough.  Covering a 
cough or sneeze with one’s hand allows 
the germs to be spread onto anything 
that is then touched, including door han-
dles, computer keyboards, telephones, 

etc.  Even with appropriate coverage, 
some of the germs may “escape.”  So if 
you have an excessive cough, it is most 
important that you avoid going into 
crowded areas or getting into close con-
tact with persons around you. 
   Proper hand washing does not include 
a quick rinse under running water.  Ade-
quate cleansing involves at least 30 sec-
onds:  20 seconds of vigorous rubbing of 
soap and water over all surfaces of the 
hands, including between the fingers and 
around the fingernails.  Rinsing for at 
least 10 seconds removes the soap and 
germs along with it.  The faucets should 
be turned off with a paper towel if possi-
ble, so as not to re-contaminate the 
hands with the residual germs that are 
left on the handle.   
   Using alcohol-based hand sanitizer is 
an acceptable substitute for washing the 
hands in circumstances where hand 
washing is not readily available.  This 
should also be applied and vigorously 
rubbed into all hand surfaces. 
   The entrance of germs into the body 
generally occurs through the eyes, 
mouth, and nose.  Caution to avoid 
touching these body parts is important. 
   Despite all the precautions and prepa-
rations, influenza may still take up resi-
dence within our systems.  What then??? 
   The symptoms of influenza-like illness 
(ILI) include fever over 100 degrees, 
cough, muscle aches, chest pain, head-
ache, extreme fatigue, and sometimes 
vomiting and diarrhea. If these symp-
toms occur, medical treatment is avail-
able, but is most effective only if begun 
within 48 hours of the onset of the 
symptoms.  Since the recommendations 
include relative isolation and avoidance 
of contact with others, considerations of  
programs to provide antiviral prescrip-
tions without spreading the infection to 
waiting rooms and doctors’ offices are 
underway.  The medications do not 
“cure “ the virus, but weaken it to allow 
more rapid resolution with less severe 
complications. 
   In order to contain and control the 
spread of the virus, it is important for 
people who experience Influenza-like-

illness to STAY HOME.  The current 
recommendations are to remain isolated 
for seven days or until one is symptom 
free for 24 hours: WHICHEVER IS 
LONGER. It has been obvious that em-
ployers and schools do not want to pro-
vide this much time off for their employ-
ees, and workers do not want to jeopard-
ize their jobs by following the recom-
mendations.  However, if this infection 
is to be contained and minimized, these 
precautions need to be followed. 
   Within the home, the sick person 
should avoid common areas, and they 
should be tended by one person only if 
possible.  Contact with infants and small 
children, in particular, should be 
avoided. 
   Care should be taken in handling 
dishes, clothing, and bedding of the sick 
person, though these items can be 
washed with the normal laundry and 
dishes.  If possible, a separate bathroom 
for use by the sick person should be 
available, and if that is not the case, sur-
faces should be frequently cleaned with 
a disinfectant that is active against vi-
ruses.   
   Household contacts of the person who 
is ill may receive benefit from taking 
antiviral medications to prevent becom-
ing ill themselves.  This is not a general 
recommendation for all members of the 
population, however, as demand could 
quickly outreach the supply of medica-
tion that may be needed for those of 
highest risk.  Overuse of medication can 
also lead to changes in the virus that 
could prevent it from being effective in 
the future. 
   Observations have shown that those 
with most risk of the worst complica-
tions of the H1N1 virus are the young, 
those in healthcare professions, those 
who have underlying health problems 
(diabetes, lung disease, heart disease, 
immune deficiency) and pregnant 
women.  However, it is up to each one 
of us to do what we can to prevent the 
spread of what has been predicted could 
become a major global pandemic. 
   +	���"
��	%�
��
Indiana State FCRV DAT Captain. 
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million barrels of oil per year.  Still, with 
little regard for the use of the world’s 
resources and the large amount of pollu-
tion created in creating, disposing of and 
even recycling the products, an average 
family of 4 uses approximately 1500 of 
them yearly, which equates to 500 bil-
lion to 1 trillion grocery bags per year.

   Campvention 2009 is over, and a 
large contingent of Indiana FCRV 
Members was treated to a wonderful 
time by the members of the South Cen-
tral West Region in Sedalia, Missouri.  
Full hookups were promised and deliv-
ered, and  those who were not in the 
“VIP” section had wide open spaces for 
parking. 
   We are especially proud of Teen 
Queen Kaci.  She danced her way to the 
top 6 talent, and represented Indiana 
with grace and honor.  Thank you, 
Kaci, for wearing Indiana’s crown this 
year! 
   Indiana’s Teens (Paige Shaneyfelt, 
Fletcher Shaneyfelt, Vicki Semper and 
Nathan Bardos) were on the team that 
won first place in volleyball and tied for 
first in softball.  Fletcher Shaneyfelt 
was on the team that came in second in 
relays.  Kaci Klaiber and Tegan Felver 
were our teen cheerleaders!  
   The teens rode in Indiana’s parade 
float, which depicted Kaci as a life-
guard overseeing the teens in a pool 
(complete with water) on the back of 
the float.  That water must have felt 
good in the hot sun that day!  
   On the adult side, Jim and Paula 
Klaiber placed second in the mixed 
doubles Washer Toss, and Paula placed 
second in the individual ladies Washer 
Toss.  Congratulations! 
   Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt and Scott 
and Valerie Semper represented Indiana 
in the Horseshoe competition.  They 
faced stiff competition, but we are 
proud of their attempts! 
   Nathan Bardos participated in the 
FCRV International Band, which 
played a concert before the Teen Queen 

Pageant and provided music as part of 
the parade on Thursday. 
   Macy Stuckswich won a blue ribbon 
for her first-place conservation poster, 
and Marilyn Rausch received a green 
for her third-place entry.  
   Three of our youth submitted 
“Camping Is…” posters at Campven-
tion.  In their age categories, Samantha 
Gries took second place, Macy Stuck-
swich took third place, and Jessica 
Stuckswich received a participation 
award.  Congratulations to our youth!  
   The HOOSIER CHATTER came in a 
close (one point) second to a very de-
serving DAKOTA CAMPER from 
North Dakota in the State/Province 
Newsletter Competition this year.  Con-
gratula t ions to  the DAKOTA 
CAMPER. 
   Marilyn Rausch’s beaded birthday 
cake won one of the four first-place 
awards for the site-decorating contest.       
   For those interested in further infor-
mation on Campvention 2009, go to the 
FCRV.org website and click on past 
campventions.  There you will find 
campvention  photographs, many of 
which were taken by our own Ron 
Standiford! 
 
     So now it is over, and it is time to 
intensify preparations for the 2010 
Campvention to be held in Berrien 
Springs, Michigan. Then will be our 
turn to shine, as the Great Lakes Region 
is hosting.  If you would like to share in 
the fun, fellowship and satisfaction of 
helping to put on the “Golden Reunion 
of Family Campers,” consider volun-
teering for any of the multitude of com-
mittees that could use your help. 

(above) State 
Director Dennis 
James presented 
Indiana’s flag at 
the opening 
ceremonies. 

(left) Judith 
McKinley pre-
pares to serve 
cake at the Trus-
tees Hospitality. 

(right)  
You’ll have 
to ask Cindy 
James just 
what Dennis 
did to de-
serve this 
fate at a hos-
pitality. 

(above) “Lifeguard” Kaci oversaw the in-
pool antics of the teens who rode on the 
Indiana float in the closing parade. 

(right) Congratulations to our teens and 
their coach (Scott Semper) who took 
first place in volleyball and softball! 

(above and left) 
The teens dressed 
up to greet Queen 
Kaci as she is pre-
sented at the Teen 
Queen Ball. 

(left) Jim Klaiber 
shows his skill in 
washer toss.  
Congratulations 
to Jim and Paula, 
who places sec-
ond in the mixed 
doubles! (Paula 
also placed sec-
ond in the indi-
viduals ladies’ 
washer toss.) 

Photo by Scott Semper 
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Photo by Scott Semper 

Photo by Scott Semper 

Photo by Scott Semper 

Photo by Marilyn Rausch 

Photo by Marilyn Rausch 

Photo by Marilyn Rausch 
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EUCHRE (FALL CAMPOUT) 
 

High Men:  Jim Klaiber (56) 
High Women:  Judith McKinley (46) 
Most Lones:  Kim Klaiber (6) 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 
(above)  State Director Dennis James got 
into the swing of things with his grass 
skirt.   

(above)  Past Teen Queen Kaci was light 
on her feet as she performed her top-six-
winning-talent at the Teen Queen Pageant. 

(left)  Skeeter Beater 
“chefs” prepare the 
shish-ka-bobs for the 
Friday night hospi-
tality.   
 
 
 
 
(right) Members of 
the Skeeter Beaters 
served the shish-ka-
bobs, chips, and 
homemade cookies 
at the hospitality. 

(below left) The Teen Queen and Teen King candidates 
are presented to the audience at their pageant. 
 
(below) State Conservation Directors Dick and Marge 
Shear present Macy with her first place ribbon for the con-
servation  poster, awarded at the National Campvention. 

Photos by Marilyn Rausch 
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Jaime Becker 
Phil, Oneita Bowlen 
James, Darlene Brown 
Daniel, Darlene Duffek 
Terry, Jane Snowberger 
Paul, Lynne Thompson 
Greg, Vickie Winks 
 
 
 
 
Harold, Barbara Ballman 
Gary, Charlene Brawner 
Edwin, Patricia Lank 
C h a r l e s Thomas 

 
 
 
Martha Gosch 
Robert, Evelyn Hendricks 
Doug, Patty Herold 
David, Nancy Huber 
Richard, Christina Lucas 
Charles, Hulah  O’dell 
Gerald, Patricia Rozelle 
 
 
 
Michael, Sandra Bryant 
Terry, Jeanette L  Wilson 
 
 
 
Scott, Valerie Semper 
 
 
 
 
Clyde K., Brenda Stringer 
Geoffrey S. Stringer 

 
 
 
 
Jane Zoll 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles Catron 
Richard Engle 
Charles E. Karrick 
Leslie E., Carol Lantaff 
Pauline Rose 
Raymond E. Welsh Sr. 
 
 
 
 
James, Patsy Abernathy 
Eugene, Sandra Flick 

   At the Fall Invitational, we will recognize those who have been faithful to NCHA/
FCRV for landmark years.  Please check the list below for your name.  We hope you 
will be there to receive your certificates.  If for some reason you cannot attend, please 
let Dennis James know who will be accepting your certificate for you. 

   If there is an error on the list (for in-
stance, a name misspelling or an omis-
sion), please let Dennis James know as 
soon as possible so that the correction 
can be made. 
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Camp’n Gyspies  #189 

 
 
 
Hoosier Heartlanders  #172 
Country Bumpkins  #176 

 
 
 
Bears of Blue River  #089 
GM/Delphi Campers of Indiana  #090 
Crown Campers  #095 
William Tell Campers  #105 
Patoka Loafers  #105 
Rainbow  #108 

 
 
 
Hendricks Co. Flambeaus  #008 
Campfire Cornpoppers  #013 
Skeeter Beaters  #017 
 

We know that not all of these Chapters to be recognized are active at this time, but since they are not officially disbanded, they are 
included in this list.  We again invite anyone from these chapters or a designated representative to be present for the presentation of 
the certificate and the celebration of the anniversary of the founding of their chapter! 
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VOLUNTEER FOR CAMPVENTION 2010 COMMITTEES 
 

NAME ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS _____________________________  

CITY ____________________ ST _____ ZIP ________ 

PHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE ________________ 

EMAIL ________________________________________ 
 
 
I am interested in helping with CAMPVENTION 2010 
 
Specific interest_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Let me know where you need help____ 
 
Return this form to your State Director 
 

 

   Campvention 2009 is in the history 
books.  It didn’t get organized and pro-
duced without the help of many hands.  
Just think about all the committees, 
filled with dedicated workers, that went 
into making it a successful venture. I 
would wager that if you asked any of the 
people involved, they would tell you that 
in spite of the work that it took, they 
enjoyed the campvention so much more 
by being a part of it. 
   Guess what:  WE’RE UP NEXT!!! 
   What seemed to be so far away just a 
year ago is now looming on the horizon. 
Some of the jobs involved in running the 
campvention are big and involved, some 
take only a few hours of time, but all 
make the experience of the campvention 
so much richer. 
   If you have thought about volunteering  
but have been putting it off, please re-
consider becoming part of the biggest 
celebration ever…  
 

The GOLDEN REUNION  
OF  FAMILY CAMPERS 

 needs YOU!!!!! 

����������	

�����

   Autumn begins September 22.  The 
year begins its descent into hibernation, 
preparing to rest from the vigors of 
spring growth and summer adventure. It 
is time to change the earth’s colors and 
to slow down.  It’s time to recharge the 
batteries so that in the spring nature can 
burst forth again with her best. 
   Innergize Day (September 23) is set 
aside as a time to follow nature’s lead 
and to do something for yourself. This is 
a time of rest, time to relax, reflect and 
rejuvenate.  It is a time to pay attention 
to your inner self, the one that you push 
away as you attend to other business of 
the day.  It’s a “do what you want for 
yourself” day.  It is a day to celebrate 
yourself. 
   Where is it written that taking care of 
your inner needs is unacceptable or self-
ish?  Your value to others begins with 
your inherent value… and that needs to 
be nurtured and celebrated.  Yet some-
how, we put that as the last item on our 
list of things to do.  Perhaps September 
23 is just a prelude to a more adjusted 
approach to life. 
   How do we start to innergize our-
selves?  To quote an unnamed source I 
found on the internet:  

 Sometimes taking a bath  
is the best thing to do.  

Taking a bath won't change anything, 
but when you're in the tub,  

you are not responsible for anything - 
you are wet, for one thing,  

so no one can ask you to do anything... 
you can't work in there,  

because your papers will get wet. You 
can't answer the phone  

or receive any faxes or messages or 
 assignments or ...  

Maybe it should be a long bath.  
 

 At the 2010 Campvention, since it is 
the 50th Anniversary, we are going to 
bring back activities that used to be fa-
vorites at Campventions in the past.  
One of them is the swap/trade items.  Do 
you remember those? These were small 
items either handmade or purchased that 
were usually representative of the per-
son’s state/province or area.  Usually a 
string with a safety pin or a safety pin 
was attached to the item so that it could 
be put on your vest or hat.  There also 
was the name of the person and where 
they were from and sometimes the name 
of their chapter attached to the item on a 
label or piece of paper. At Campvention 
you then traded with others and it was a 
great way to meet people and sometimes 
make a new friend.  You may have seen 
pictures of some of the members that 
would have hats full of swaps and they 
always wore them at Campvention. They 
enjoyed showing off what they had col-
lected over the years.  So, put your 
thinking caps on and come up with a 
swap/trade item that you would like to 
bring to Campvention so we can bring 
back one of the fun activities of past 
Campventions and you can meet some 
new friends! 

SWAP/TRADE  
ITEMS 
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Sunday October 4, 2009 
10:30 AM 

Brown County 4H Fairgrounds 
Nashville, Indiana 
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Opinions expressed in the HOOSIER CHATTER are those of the AUTHORS,  
and do not necessarily represent the opinion of FCRV or INDIANA STATE  ASSOCIATION. 

Hoosier Chatter Subscription 
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  Send to:  Marilyn Rausch 
   Hoosier Chatter Subscriptions 
   2917 W. Rex Drive 
   Indianapolis, IN 46222-1941 
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Please PRE-REGISTER (see REGISTRATION FORM on page 6)  See related article on page 10. 
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Advertising Policy  

   The Hoosier Chatter accepts adver-
tisements at the rate of $5.00/column 
inch/issue for commercial advertisers 
and $3.00/column inch/issue for per-
sonal advertisers.  There are significant 
discounts available for multiple issue 
ads. These advertisements are open to 
any business or individual, but will be 
screened  to assure they are appropriate 
to the goals and philosophy of the 
Family Campers and RVers.   
   Inclusion of an ad in the Hoosier 
Chatter does not imply official en-
dorsement by the FCRV, the Indiana 
State Association of the FCRV, or of 
the Hoosier Chatter. 
   The deadline for ads and articles in 
the Hoosier Chatter is the 25th of the 
month preceding the issue month. 
   Further questions or information  
may be obtained by contacting the edi-
tor at hoosierchatter@hotmail.com or 
Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, 
Indianapolis, IN 46222-1947 317-925-
0150. 
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Newspaper  
Carrier’s Day 

Be Late for  
Something Day 

Salami 
Day 

International 
Literacy Day 

Wonderful 
Weirdoes' Day 

Swap Ideas  
Day 

Patriot’s Day Popcorn Day 

Employer/
employee  
Exchange Day 

Citizenship 
Day 

Air Force 
Birthday 

Wife  
Appreciation 
Day 

International  
Day of Peace 
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**See Page 12 
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Love Note Day 

FAMILY ���

Gold Star 
Mother’s  

Day 

VFW 
Day 
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