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International Events 

 

International Retiree Rally 
March 23-28, 2010 

Ladson, South Carolina 
 
 
 

International Campvention 
July 9-16, 2010 

Berrien Springs, Michigan 
 

Regional Events 
 

 Final planning meeting for  
Campvention 2010 
April 1-May2, 2010 

Berrien Springs, Michigan 
 

Indiana State Events 
 

Spring Retiree Get-together 
May 10-13, 2010 

White River Campground 
(Make reservations before April 1) 

317-984-2705 
 

Spring Campout 
June 18-20, 2010 

Parke County Fairgrounds 
Hosted by the  

Coffee Pot Campers 
 
 
 

 

 

“THE FRIENDLIEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD”  

INDIANA STATE ASSOCIATION, INC. OF  FAMILY CAMPERS AND RVers,  Founded as National Campers & Hikers Association 

����������		
��
��
����	�	�

��������������������	�

��������
�������
�����

� �!����

���"�
� �#
!!��$���� �

#���� ��!�

��������	
����

����������������
���
	���
	��������� ��������������
�������������	
������ �

   Christmas is associated with many 
traditions, some being Christian adapta-
tions of ancient pagan customs.  The 
ubiquity of plants used as decorations is 
included in these customs.. 

   The CHRISTMAS TREE  is 
central to Christmas decorations 
and traditions.  It likely began 
in 16th century Germany.  Fir 
trees were used to depict the 
Garden of Eden (the Paradise 

Tree) in religious plays. Decorated with 
apples, roses, gilded candies and colored 
paper, they were central in the story of 
Adam and Eve’s expulsion from the 
Garden of Eden.  Because the play 
ended with the prophecy of a saviour  

coming, it was often performed during 
the Advent season. 
   Martin Luther is said to have first 
adorned trees with light. Having seen the 
beauty of stars shining through the 
branches of a fir tree one December eve-
ning, he recreated the effect by placing 
candles on the branches of a small fir 
tree. 
   In 1848, Prince Albert of England 
brought a Christmas Tree to his wife, 
Queen Victoria.  The tree was popular-
ized through an etching of the Royal 
family gathering around the tree, and 
soon Victorian England adopted this as a 
custom.  The Christmas Tree was 
brought to America by Pennsylvania 
Germans in the late 19th century. 

   Unlike other holiday plants 
that have their origins in 
Europe, POINTSETTIAS  
were named after the U.S. 
Ambassador to Mexico, Joel 

R. Poinsett, who brought the plant to 
America in 1828.  It has come to be a 
symbol of the Star of Bethlehem. 
   The legend of the Poinsettia begins 
with a story of two poor Mexican chil-
dren.  They couldn’t afford a special gift 
to take to the church for Baby Jesus, as 
was the custom in their village.  Instead, 
they picked weeds growing along the 
road, and presented them to the Baby in 
the manger. Though the others in the 
church mocked them for their meager 
gift, as they were laid in front of the 
crib, a beautiful star-shaped flower ap-
peared on each branch.  The true gift 
was the purity of  their intention. 

   MISTLETOE  was first 
used by Druid priests long 
before the Birth of Christ, 
being revered because they 
stayed green during the cold 

winters without having any roots. They 
believed it had magical healing powers 
against poison, infertility, and evil spir-
its.  It was also seen as a symbol of the 
eventual return of the sun after the Win-
ter Solstice ceremonies. 

   Later it was seen as a symbol of peace, 
as it is said that among the Romans, ene-
mies who met under the mistletoe would 
lay down their weapons and embrace.  
They were required then to keep their 
weapons idle and maintain a truce until 
the next day. 
   The custom of kissing under the mis-
tletoe began with the Scandinavians, 
who associated it with their goddess of 
love.  They felt it had the promise of 
happiness and good luck in the follow-
ing year. 

   In Celt ic mythology, 
HOLLY  was the winter king, 
having kept its colorful leaves 
as the summer king (oak) had 

become defeated by losing its leaves.  
The changing of the seasons was consid-
ered symbolic of the cycle of life, with 
the holly representing life and the spring 
to come.  
   In Northern Europe, holly was thought 
to have magical powers to drive away 
the ghosts and demons that howled in 
the winter winds during the middle of 
the winter.  The greenery was placed 
over the doors of homes to drive away 
evil, and was brought indoors to freshen 
the air and brighten the mood during the 
long, dreary winters. 
   Legends also say that holly sprang 
from the footsteps of Christ as he 
walked the earth.  The pointed leaves 
foretold the crown of thorns, and the red 
berries symbolized the blood He shed. 

   Less known as a decora-
tion, ROSEMARY takes its 
symbolism from the Virgin 
Mary.  Two legends coexist.  

One is that on fleeing for Egypt, Mary 
flung her cloak over a bush.  The white 
blossoms took on the blue of Mary’s 
cloak and its sweet scent. In the other 
story, Mary laid Baby Jesus’ clothing 
over a rosemary bush to dry.  The blue 
color (color of remembrance) and its 
pleasant scent were bestowed upon the 
bush for its humble service to the Holy 
Family. 
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   Our Treasurer is a snowbird!  She will 
be going south for the winter, but will 
still be doing business for the Indiana 
Association of FCRV/NCHA. 
   If you have any association bills that 
need to be paid, please e-mail her at RC-
ca-luke@hotmail.com.  (If something 
needs to be paid urgently, contact Presi-
dent Doug Herold.) 
   If you have anything to be deposited to 
the Association account, you can mail it 
to Carol’s address as it is listed on page 
3.  She does have someone who will be 
sending her mail to her, but only about 
every 2 weeks. 

   We hope you had a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing.  It is the time to spend with family 
and friends.  It is like a State Campout:  
you look forward to it all year long, get-
ting together to talk and having a good 
time.  It is also great to have food to 
snack on all day.  Like a campout, it is 
over too soon.  (Unlike a campout, when 
we leave the campgrounds the area is 
cleaner!) 
   Thanks to the Coffee Pot Campers for 
hosting a State Campout June 18-20, 
2010, at the Parke County Fairgrounds.  
Look for more information in the 
CHATTER.  This will be the first camp-
out of the year.  We are still in need of a 
group to host the Teen Queen Campout 
for next year.  If you are thinking of 
hosting one and need help, contact the 
Trustees. 
   It is the time again when we need peo-
ple to run for office.  If you have an in-
terest, call Mark Shaneyfelt to let the 
nominating committee know.  It takes all 
of us to keep FCRV alive. 
   From our family to yours, HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS! 
 !�"#�	
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Hello Indiana,   
   Happy Holidays to all! Hopefully all 
have had a “fulfilling” (ha-ha) Thanks-
giving time with loved ones. To those 
already South, we hope you are having 
nice weather with plenty of snow.  Ha-
ha-ha! 
   We want to welcome those who have 
joined our ranks this year. From the Fort 
Wayne area, Bo & Linda Murphy joined 
this past month.  We have forgotten to 
recognize new members too often, but 
we will try to remember from now on.   
   March 18-21, 2010, is the next FCRV 
National Executive Board meeting, to be 
held in Myrtle Beach, SC.  If you are in 
the area come and see how FCRV 
works. 
   Retirees: don’t forget to sign-up to pre 
register for the next National Retiree 
Rally in Ladson, SC, March 23-28, 
2010.  There are tours and other activi-
ties planned for you.  We hope you en-
joy.      
   We are still in need of a few chair po-
sitions for the  2010 Campvention .  
They are: Seminars (just the coordina-
tion of these,  they are already planned),  
Commercial (these are again mostly 
arranged, you just need to coordinate 
and maybe look for some fillers if 
needed),   Building Set-up (making sure 
table and chairs and other equipment 
needed are at sites (another easy job),   
Conservation/Wildlife (coordinate this 
with the National Conservation and 
Wildlife Directors.  Help with their 
booths.)  If you are interested in any one 
of these positions please contact us.      
   If your Chapter or group of chapters  
would like to volunteer to be a parking 
host, let us know so we can get your 
names to the parking committee.      
    If you haven’t yet gotten your pre-
registration form in for Berrien Springs, 
get it in before Feb. 1, 2010. You would 
then qualify for the chance to win a flat 
screen TV. (Pre-registration form is in 
this issue of the CHATTER.) 
   Any Indiana members who will be 
working at Berrien Springs and want 
shirts,  please get your order in to us 
now.  The next scheduled order will be 
submitted  April 1st.  You will need to 
order by then for the shirts to arrive in 
May.  (You will be able to get shirts at 
Campvention, but not at the discounted 

price.  (see order form on page 7 in this 
issue of the CHATTER.) 
   Please remember those who have been 
sick or have had surgeries recently:  
Vickie Roop, Thelma Standiford,  
Oneita Bowlen, and any others you may 
know that we have missed.  Our prayers 
and thoughts go to you and your  fami-
lies for quick recoveries. 
   The state association is still in need of 
campouts for next year. Contact Doug 
and Patty  with your suggestions for 
possible campouts.   So far there is only 
one scheduled campout, June 18-
20,2010. Thank you, Coffee Pot Camp-
ers. 
   Summer 2010 means State Association 
elections again.  See your nominating 
committee members to put your nomina-
tion in.   Remember  “You get out what 
you put in” .  
   “Thank You” to all chapters for get-
ting your rosters and officers to your 
field staff . 
   We wish all well and a Merry Christ-
mas! 
   Until the next Campfire, 
   !�
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Hey everybody,  
   If you didn’t know, I’m in a robotics 
club for my school. I’ve gone to Bloom-
ington for a competition. My team did a 
game called “Full Pull,” where we built 
a robot to pull a sled.  
   I am psyched for the new year. Start-
ing with a “new start.” I’ve got my new 
years resolution. Do you have yours?     
   Hope everybody had a happy Thanks-
giving and I’ll see you next year. 
   '�	��
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EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 

Chatter Editors: Mike and Marilyn Rausch   hoosierchatter@hotmail.com 
State Director:  Dennis and Cindy James      dencin5356@embarqmail.com 
Asst State Director: Tom and Judith McKinley    tm.mckinley@gmail.com  
President:  Doug and Patricia Herold                 dougpatricia@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Ron and Karen Roller         kroller3566@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Bob and Carol Luke          rc-ca-luke@hotmail.com 
Secretary: Rick and Christina Lucas         clucas@franklincollege.edu 
Northern   Reps:  Ralph and Gerri Ruch    gruch@earthlink.net 
Southern Reps: Mike and Brenda Simmons    mdsimmons@cinergymetro.net  
Conservation: Dick and Marge Shear      rshear_2000@yahoo.com   
Youth: Mike and Brenda Simmons               mdsimmons@cinergymetro.net 
Chaplain: Ed and Ellen Griffin       edwin.griffin@gmail.com 
Retirees Director: Ron and Thelma Standiford  ronstan67@gmail.com   
Teens:  Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt       angieshaneyfelt@hotmail.com 
FCRV web site:            www.FCRV.org 
FCRV National Office:             FCRVnat@verizon.net 
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INDIANA STATE ASSOCIATION TRUSTEES AND PROGRAM CHAI RMEN 
President:           Doug and Patty Herold, 8533 N Farmstead Ct, Columbus IN  47201-8545 (812-374-7114)  
Vice President:        Ron and Karen Roller, 3566 E. 75 N, Logansport, IN 46947 (574-722-2705) 
Treasurer:         Bob and Carol Luke, 914 Governor Lane, Shelbyville, IN 46176 (Bob: 317-502-5881, Carol: 317-502-0608) 
Secretary:         Richard and Christina Lucas, 59 Frostwood Ln, Greenwood, IN 46143 (317-887-4927 home, 317-372-4436 cell) 
Northern Representative:   Ralph and Gerry Ruch, 1889 N CR300 E, Logansport, IN 46947 (574-722-2265) 
Central Representative:   Bill and Wilma Johnson, 6371 W. 450 S, Columbus, IN 47201 (812-342-4573) 
Southern Representative:    Mike and Brenda Simmons, 26 W. Poplar St., North Vernon, IN 47265 (812-346-8334) 
Past President:                      Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848)  
Adult games:           A. Chester Nolan, 553 E. Bridge Street, Brownstown, IN 47220 (812-358-3026) 
        B. Phil Bowlen 12039 Briarway S. Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46259 (317-862-0510) 
Budget & Audit:       A. Mark Shaneyfelt, 23566 Nora St., Elkhart, IN 46516 
            B. Michael Rausch , 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150)            
Chaplain:          Ed Griffin, 224 Rainbow Dr #12497, Livingston, TX 77399-2024 (317-850-4339) 
Conservation/Wildlife:    Dick & Marge Shear, 3603 Pebblepoint Way, Muncie IN  47302-6932 (765-288-7890)  
Euchre:                         Carol Luke, 914 Governor Lane, Shelbyville, IN 46176 (317-502-0608) 
Nominating Committee:  Mark Shaneyfelt, 23566 Nora St., Elkhart, IN 46516 
Photographer /Historian:    A. Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150) 
        B. Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Projects:            Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Scholarship:           Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848)  
Security:                                Rainbow 108 Chapter: attn: Bo and Doris Gries, 20189 N County Road 600 E, Dale, IN 47523-9269 (812-937-0067) 
Tabs:             A.  Patti Thieme,  4625 E 700 N, Decatur, IN 46733 (260-724-9262) 
        B. Tom & Judith McKinley, P.O. Box 127, Rossville IN  46065-0127 (765-379-2743) 
Teens:              A. Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848) 
          B.  Michele White, 13550 Haynes Ave, Mishawaka IN  46545-7464 (574-255-3549) 
         C.  Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Youth:                    A. Brenda Simmons, 26 W. Poplar St., North Vernon, IN  47265 (812-346-8334) 
         B. Cooky Powell, 7432 E. Co. Rd. 1100 N., Sunman, IN 47041 (812-623-2342) 
Chatter Editor/:     Mike and Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150)            

INDIANA STATE/NATIONAL PROGRAM DIRECTORS 
Indiana State Director:                          Dennis and Cindy James, 3395 N. US Hwy 33, Decatur, IN 46733  (260-592-8722) (cell 260-223-0863) 
Indiana Asst. State Director:                 Tom & Judith McKinley, P.O. Box 127, Rossville IN  46065-0127 (765-379-2743) 
Indiana State Retiree Director:             Ron and Thelma Standiford, 8019 Hessen Cassel Rd, Fort Wayne IN  46816-2633 (260-447-1398) 
National/State DAT/Safety Directors:   Michael & Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Dr, Indianapolis IN 46222 (317-925-0150)�
Indiana State Conservation Directors:  Dick & Marge Shear, 3603 Pebblepoint Way, Muncie IN  47302-6932 (765-288-7890)  
Indiana Membership Field Directors:   Dennis and Cindy James, 3395 N US Hwy 33, Decatur, IN 46733   (260-592-8722) (cell 260-223-0863) 
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Opinions expressed in the HOOSIER CHATTER are those of the AUTHORS,  
and do not necessarily represent the opinion of FCRV or INDIANA STATE  ASSOCIATION. 

Hoosier Chatter Subscription 
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  Send to:  Marilyn Rausch 
   Hoosier Chatter Subscriptions 
   2917 W. Rex Drive 
   Indianapolis, IN 46222-1941 
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   The Capitol City Campers met No-
vember 28, 2009, at the MCL on 86th 
Street and Township Line Road for a 
post-Thanksgiving meal.  Present were 
Pauline Rose, Jean Brown, Mary Jolly, 
Patty Jolly, Ken, Marsha and Jennifer 
Stidham, Ron and Sandy Dishman, 
Sandy’s Daughter (and Pauline’s grand-
daughter) Wendy, Marybelle Leisure, 
and Mike and Marilyn Rausch. We had a 
wonderful time… and NO business 
meeting! We agreed that we all have 
much to be thankful for! 
   We will meet for our Christmas lunch-
eon at the Olive Garden in Avon on De-
cember 12 at 11:00 (planning to eat at 
11:30.)  Anyone who would like to meet 
us there is more than welcome! 
   )	���$
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   Bill and Clara Somsel hosted the 
Campfire Cornpoppers for their Novem-
ber get together.  They made plans for us 
to have supper together at a new estab-
lishment in Logansport, the Dessert First 
Restaurant/Catering & More.  We en-
joyed a delicious meal.   
   Since the Cornpoppers were recog-
nized this year as having been 45 years 
with the FCRV, Bill and Clara brought 
several of their scrapbooks with pictures 
and articles from years past and had in-
vited all the former members that were 
able to come to join us.  We had 20 peo-

ple in attendance and enjoyed recalling 
past memories and campouts.  Thanks 
Bill and Clara for a great evening! 
   Hope all of you had a Happy Thanks-
giving and have a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 
   ,	��
�������  
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 Kekionga Chapter spent a fun Hal-
loween weekend at Chain-O-Lakes State 
Park. We enjoyed treating all of the little 
ghosts and goblins.  
   Our last campout for the year was at 
Ouabache State Park Nov. 6-8, 2009. 
The ladies fixed a traditional Thanksgiv-
ing dinner. The guys kept a roaring fire 
going.  

   We are looking forward to welcoming 
beck the Nolans in November and the 
Rozelles in the spring from their Alas-
kan trip.  
   Happy holidays to all.                  
   /	
�$��	������  

   The Bears of Blue River met Novem-
ber 6, 2009.  Dinner was served at 6 pm. 
   President Gerald Huey called the 
meeting to order at 7:02 pm.  Ed Griffin 
opened with prayer.  Gerald thanked Ed 
and Phyllis Eberhart for hosting and for 
the meal. Nine families were present. 
Committee reports:  
· Calling Committee: Wray Murray is 
at Ashford Place for therapy. 
New business: 
· Judy motioned to donate $100 and 
food donations to Matthew 25:35, the 
food pantry located at First Christian 
Church in Shelbyville; Donna Crafton 
seconded   
· Judy motioned to donate $100 to the 
state scholarship fund; Art seconded.  
We will present the donation at the next 
state board meeting. 
· Ellen motioned to donate $75 each to 
the state teen queen and king; Judy sec-
onded. 
   The club will meet next for a Christ-
mas Dinner on December 5th at 5:30 at 
the Bluebird Restaurant in Morristown.  
We will not have a regular club meeting 
in December. 
   Gerald recognized the November and 
December birthdays and anniversaries. 
   With no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 7:30 pm. 
   )�����	�)
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Psalm 80:1-19 
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   Webster defines a patriot as "one who 
loves and loyally or zealously supports 
one's own country." According to that 
definition, the man who wrote this 
Psalm, Asaph, was a true patriot. He 
would never have burned his flag, and 
would not have put up with anyone who 
did. 
   Though he was a patriot and loved his 
country, he was also a man of God, and 
therefore burdened for his country. He 
was in a situation then much as we are in 
today. Among all the nations of the 
world, Israel was God's crown jewel. For 
hundreds of years she had enjoyed the 
unmatched favor of God; she had experi-
enced undivided fellowship with God; 
she had been enriched with the unparal-
leled fortune of God. 
   But golden dreams had disintegrated 
into filthy ashes because Israel forgot 
God. When Israel forgot God, God for-
sook Israel. Over night Israel had gone 
from being a nation of conquerors to a 
nation of captives. She had gone from 
blessing to bondage. No longer was she 
laughing in the sunlight of glee, she was 
weeping in the darkness of gloom. She 
had exchanged the gold bracelets of 
freedom for the iron shackles of slavery. 
  Asaph was crying out to God to save 
his country. "Before Ephraim, Benjamin, 
and Manasseh, stir up Your strength, and 
come and save us!" (v.2) This was the 
desperate cry of a wise man who knew 

that the mighty ship of his country had 
run aground upon the rocks of her own 
rebellion.  
   When I think about Asaph and Israel, I 
think about us and America. I see many 
of same patterns, I see much of the same 
progress, I see most of the same prob-
lems. But I also see exactly the same 
solution. Three times Asaph makes this 
statement: "Restore us, O God; cause 
Your face to shine, and we shall be 
saved!" (vv. 3,7, & 19)  
   This story of God’s favor on a people 
with undivided fellowship with God and 
then this same people disintegrating into 
filthy ashes because they forgot God is 
repeated over and over. Read the Book 
of Judges. See it in the Books of the 
Kings. Read the history of the Jewish 
people down through history up to the 
modern age. Read the histories of the 
peoples and countries of Western 
Europe. Read the history of the United 
States of America as we prospered when 
in love with God; stumbled when in love 
with self and wealth; called back to God 
in the Great Revivals and Awakenings; 
and then prospering again as we returned 
to our First Love. The cycle repeats 
again and again. 
   Now we find ourselves disintegrating 
into ashes because we have been in love 
with self and wealth and have forgotten 
our First Love. Our hope lies only in a 
return to God. 

   We can try to blame our disintegration 
into ashes on politics because of ignor-
ing the will of the people, on the 
dumbing down of the populace through 
the weakening of the school system, on 
the destruction of the family through 
welfare, on the weakening of the church 
through the sins and weakness of the 
people in the pulpits. 
   But the real reason lies at the feet of 
the “people of God“: that means you and 
me. If we don’t change things through 
prayer and penitence; change will come 
through bullets and blood. Please read 
history, both sacred and secular. The 
greatest patriot is a Christian on his/hers 
knees battling the forces of evil and de-
struction through prayer. Please prayer 
for yourself, for others, and “for kings 
and all those in authority.” 
   Matthew 26:41 "Watch and pray so 
that you will not fall into temptation. The 
spirit is willing, but the body is weak."  
   1 Timothy 2:1-4 “I urge, then, first of 
all, that requests, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be made for everyone - 
for kings and all those in authority, that 
we may live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness. This is good, 
and pleases God our Savior, who wants 
all men to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth.” 
4��5�����
�
Chaplain, Indiana FCRV 

Luke 1:14 
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Attention Retirees 
Spring get-together 

 
Where:        White River Campground 
                    Cicero, In 
When:         May 10-13, 2010 
 
   We are going to have a get-together in 
May. The dates are above. This will be 
just a fun time. No meetings or anything 
organized.  
   We will have a cookout of hamburgers 
and hot dogs on either Tuesday or 
Wednesday. Thelma and I will supply 
the meat and buns. Everyone else is to 
bring a passing dish.  
   We will have use of the building for 
all 4 days. We can use it for games in 
the daytime or evenings or whenever.   
   If any one is interested we might go to 
Tipton to the Pizza shack for pizza one 
day for lunch. The price for lunch is 
cheaper. We would go on the day that 
we are not having the cookout.  
   I have set aside 21 sites. You must 
make your reservations by April 1st, 
2010. After that the park will open the 
sites for others. Our sites are all on the 
river. All have full hookups.  
The number to make your reservations 

for the White River Campground is  
317-984-2705. 

   Also, we would like for those who 
have email to send us your email ad-
dress. I would like set up a data base for 
all retiree’s. That way if something 
comes up I can send an email to those 
that have email. If you have any ques-
tions,  call or email me. My cell phone is 
260-414-7255.  
   Don’t forget the retiree rally in Lad-
son, SC, March 23-28, 2010.  Register 
by March 9, 2010. So if you haven’t 
registered yet you still have time.  We 
hope to see many of you there.   
   ��
�	
��6����	�/�	
��������  

   The Teens held their meeting at the 
Brown County Fairgrounds to elect their 
new officers for 2010.  The positions 
are: 
  President - Dustin Herold 
  Vice President - Paige Shaneyfelt 
  Secretary - Vicki Semper 
  Board Members - Bradley Frye 
       Tegan Felver 
  Teen Delegate - Paige Shaneyfelt 
   These new officers were then sworn in 
after the meeting by field director, Scott 
(Bo) Gries. 
   The teens then discussed their fund-
raisers for next year.  The clock raffle 
that started will continue through Brown 
County 2010.  They also decided to play 
a flag football game at the first campout 
of the year.  $0.50 admission charge to 
watch the game (FCRV members to 
bring their own chairs) and popcorn and 
candy will be sold at the game.  More 
information will follow regarding this 
fundraiser as that campout nears. 
   Please keep in mind that, since the by-
laws were revised, we will have one less 
campout in the up-coming years.  The 
teens discussed this matter during their 
meeting and hope that FCRV members 
will be as giving as they have been in 
the past. 
  We would like to wish everyone 
"Happy Holidays"!  Teens, please make 
sure you don't eat too much over the 
holidays since we have an upcoming 
football game! 
   4��7�.
#���/�	
�$�����
   Teen Directors 

   C h r i s t m a s 
decorations help spread the joy of the 
season.  They are a delight to the eyes of 
young and old, but their beauty can 
mask some unfortunate consequences if 
the berries or leaves of holiday plants are 
eaten.  Children and pets can become a 
victim to the beauty of the plants. 
   Though the common perception is that 
the poinsettia is poisonous, it probably is 
not.  The sap that comes out of the leave, 
however, is an irritant that can cause 
inflammation of the skin and mouth and, 
if ingested, vomiting.  If a child or pet 
comes in contact with the bracts of the 
plant, the hands or other areas where 
contact occurs should be washed with 
soap and water. 
   The mistletoe, however, is very poi-
sonous.  Though all parts of the plant 
contain the toxin Phoratoxin, the berries 
are the most dangerous. They can cause 
excessive salivation, blurred vision, 
vomiting, diarrhea, excessive urination, 
difficulty breathing and a fast heart rate.  
If poisoning is suspected, no NOT make 
the person throw up. Seek emergency 
medical help immediately.  It is recom-
mended that the berries be removed if a 
fresh plant is used in decorating.  The 
mistletoe should be hung in a net to pre-
vent leaves or berries from falling off 
into the reach of children and pets.  
Avoid making tea out of the leaves.  
Dispose of spent plants carefully so chil-
dren and pets cannot find them. 
    The berries of the holly plant are also 
poisonous, but do not usually cause as 
much damage to humans as do those of 
the mistletoe.  Eating the berries can 
cause vomiting and diarrhea in children 
and pets.  Dogs are particularly suscepti-
ble to the toxins, and as few as 20 ber-
ries can kill a large dog. 
     Real Christmas trees are more danger 
to pets than to children.  The biggest risk 
is of perforation of an internal organ that 
is pierced by eating the needles of the 
tree.  Of course, there are other risks to a 
real tree in the home, mainly the danger 
of fire from improper care of the tree. 
   So, as in all things, a moment of cau-
tion  may prevent tragedy during a time 
designated for peace and joy. 
   )	���$
��	"�
��
   Indiana DAT/Safety Captain. 

DAT/Safety Corner 

������������������������� ���
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  Have you been to 
the FCRV Website 
recently?  Here are 
some of the things 
you will find there: 

 CAMPING TODAY (The Decem-
ber issue is online now.  Check it out!) 
 CAMPVENTION NEWS (What is 
happening  at Campvention 2010.  What 
are some of the local attractions you can 
plan on seeing when you go to Berrien 
Springs in July? 
 

TAKE A LOOK AT  
www.fcrv.org 

 

Find out what’s happening in your  
Family Campers and RVers! 
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VOLUNTEER FOR CAMPVEN-
TION 2010 COMMITTEES 

 
NAME___________________________ 

ADDRESS________________________  

CITY ____________________ ST____  

ZIP ________ 

PHONE _________________________ 

CELL PHONE____________________  

E-MAIL _________________________ 

I am interested in helping with 
CAMPVENTION 2010 
 
Specific interest___________________ 
 
Let me know where you need help____ 
 
Return this form to your State Director 
 

 

The GOLDEN REUNION 
OF  FAMILY CAMPERS  

 needs YOU!!!!! 

HAVE YOU BEEN WONDER-
ING HOW YOU CAN BE A 

PART OF THE MOST EXCIT-
ING CAMPVENTION EVER? 

�  Send in your registration soon 
(see page 15) 

�  Volunteer to chair a committee 
(we need someone for Build-
ing Setup, Commercial, Con-
servation/wildlife) 

�  Volunteer to assist on a com-
mittee. 

��������	
���
�
��
����	�� �

SHIRT ORDER FORM 

Name________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________ City_______________________ 
 
State______________ Zip__________________ Phone________________________ 
 
Email______________________________________________ 

STYLE SIZES PRICES 

T-Shirts S-XL $10.00 

T-Shirts 2X, 3X, 4X $12.00 

T-Shirts w/pocket S-XL $11.00 

T-Shirts w/pocket 2X, 3X, 4X $13.00 

Polo Shirts S-XL $13.00 

Polo Shirts 2X, 3X, 4X $15.00 

Polo Shirts w/pocket S-XL $14.50 

Polo shirts x/pocket 2X, 3X $16.50 

Please list how many of each size of the different styles you wish to order. 
 
T-Shirt     S___ M___ L___ XL___  $10 each       Total___________ 
       2X___ 3X___ 4X___    $12 each   Total___________ 
 
T-Shirt w/pocket  S___ M___ L___ XL___   $11 each    Total___________ 
       2X___ 3X___ 4X___     $13 each    Total___________ 
 
Polo Shirt     S___ M___ L___ XL___   $13 each     Total__________ 
       2X___ 3X___ 4X___     $15 each     Total__________ 
 
Polo Shirt w/pocket  S___ M___ L___ XL___   $14.50 ea     Total__________ 
       2X___ 3X___ 4X___     $16.50 ea     Total__________ 
 
                  Total Cost_________________ 

Are you one of the many Great Lakes Region members who are planning on joining 
in the fun of putting on the best campvention ever???  If you have already volunteered 
(or plan on doing so) for any of the committees for Campvention 2010, the GOLDEN  
REUNION OF FAMILY CAMPERS, we invite you to purchase the official shirt that 
will identify you as being a member of the hosting region.   
 
The shirts are gold in color, and have the official campvention logo on the left front.  
They are available in the following styles, sizes, and at the discounted prices as noted. 

IMPORTANT  
 

In order to get 
the order in 

time for 
Campvention,  

your order 
must be re-
ceived by  

April 1, 2010 
 
 

IMPORTANT  

Make check Payable to : GREAT LAKES REGION NCHA/FCRV 

Return Form to your State Director 
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Fruitcake  
  Toss             Day 

55 MPH 
Day 

Jan 5 

Jan 4 

Epiphany 

B u b b l e 
Bath Day 

Clean  
off your  
Desk day Rubber Ducky Day 

Organize  
your home  
day 

Bald Eagle Day 

Martin 
Luther 
King Day 

Camcorder 
Day 

National 
Hug Day 

Celebrate 

National Pie Day 

Belly 
Laugh Day 

National Bubble 
Wrap Appreciation 
Day 

Holocaust  
Remembrance 

Fun at 
Work Day 

National  
Seed Swap Day 

   Darlene Gurney of Fort Wayne, Charter 
member of the Kekiongas, passed away 
11/24/2009 following complications from 
heart surgery.  She is survived by her 
husband, Bob.  Of her death, he stated “In 
the last hour a priest came, anointed her 
and gave her all the blessings of the 
Catholic Church.  She received the 
Anointing of the Sick (Last Rites), Apos-
tolic blessing and Absolution.  He said 
she was in the express lane to heaven, no 
more speed bumps.” 
   Darlene and Bob had three children, 
Kathy, Kevin and Jim, who were in-
volved with the Teen association in the 
‘70s.  They were Northern Reps and As-
sistant Teen Directors for Indiana.  They 
were co-chair for the teen queen tea in 
1977. 
   There will be a Celebration of Life Ser-
vice on Wednesday, December 2, 2009 at 
6:00 PM at the Northpoint Community 
Church, 10513 Leo Road in Fort Wayne. 
   Condolences may be sent to  

Bob Gurney,  
616 W. Superior St, 

 Fort Wayne, IN 46502.   
    

Darlene Gurney  
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Advertising Policy  

   The Hoosier Chatter accepts adver-
tisements at the rate of $5.00/column 
inch/issue for commercial advertisers 
and $3.00/column inch/issue for per-
sonal advertisers.  There are significant 
discounts available for multiple issue 
ads. These advertisements are open to 
any business or individual, but will be 
screened  to assure they are appropriate 
to the goals and philosophy of the 
Family Campers and RVers.   
   Inclusion of an ad in the Hoosier 
Chatter does not imply official en-
dorsement by the FCRV, the Indiana 
State Association of the FCRV, or of 
the Hoosier Chatter. 
   The deadline for ads and articles in 
the Hoosier Chatter is the 25th of the 
month preceding the issue month. 
   Further questions or information  
may be obtained by contacting the edi-
tor at hoosierchatter@hotmail.com or 
Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, 
Indianapolis, IN 46222-1947 317-925-
0150. 

(���$�������'�
!!���������������������������������� ���������������������������������������������������������������		
��
���	�	�

���� ���� ���� 	�
� ���� �
�� ����

� � �� �� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� ��� ��� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� � �

����� �
������

Eat a  
red apple day 

National Fritter 
Day 

National  
Roof over your 
head Day 

Santa's  
List Day 

Party in your 
bathtub  

day 

Saint 
Nicholas 
Day Pearl Harbor Day 

National Brownie 
Day 

Christmas Card 
Day 

Noodle Ring  
Day Poinsettia Day 

International 
Children’s Day 

Bill of Rights 
Day 

Chocolate Covered 
Anything day 

Maple 
Syrup 
Day 

Bake Cookies 
Day 

Oatmeal Muffin 
Day 

Go  
Caroling 

Day day ���
Date Nut Bread 

Day 

National 
Roots 
Day 

‘twas the Night 
Before Christmas Christmas Day Boxing Day 

National  
Fruitcake Day 

National Card 
Playing Day 

Day 

Time is running out 
Day 

Family 
Falling 
Needle Fest New Years Eve 


