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International Events 

 

National Executive Board Meeting 
March 19-20 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 
 

International Retiree Rally 
March 23-28, 2010 

Ladson, South Carolina 
 
 
 

International Campvention 
July 9-16, 2010 

Berrien Springs, Michigan 
 

Regional Events 
 

 Final planning meeting for  
Campvention 2010 
April 1-May2, 2010 

Berrien Springs, Michigan 
 

Indiana State Events 
 

Spring Retiree Get-together 
May 10-13, 2010 

White River Campground 
(Make reservations before April 1) 

317-984-2705 
 

Spring Campout 
June 18-20, 2010 

Parke County Fairgrounds 
Hosted by the  

Coffee Pot Campers 
 

Summer Campout 
August 6-8, 2010 

Tipton County Fairgrounds 
Hosted by the  

Hoosier Schooners 
Teen Queen and Teen King Pageant 

 
 

 

 

“THE FRIENDLIEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD”  

INDIANA STATE ASSOCIATION, INC. OF  FAMILY CAMPERS AND RVers,  Founded as National Campers & Hikers Association 
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   The beginning of a new year always 
brings resolutions… what am I going to 
do to make myself and my world better?  
Nothing changes, though, without the 
commitment to make that resolution 
work.  The resolution is only a prelude; 
it is the action that makes a difference. 
   Where are these words going?  We 
cannot take for granted that the things 
that we hold important are always going 
to be there for us. I think we all know 
that we have to be involved in our fami-
lies, our relationships, our work, in order 
for them to remain a viable part of every 
day.  Without our input, they may cease 
to exist.   
   Which member of the Indianapolis 
Colts is unimportant?  If one of them 
doesn’t show up, how does it affect the 
team, and how much harder is it to win 
the game? 
   Likewise, each member of the Family 
Campers and RVers brings a special 
something to the organization, and the 
organization depends upon that inter-
twining of personalities to create the rich 
tapestry of who we are.  The key to our 
success as an organization lies within 
each member.   
   As with many organizations, FCRV 
has felt the pinch of the economic and 
social changes of recent times.  There is 
so much competition for our time and 
our dollars that our numbers have dwin-
dled.  But the fact that you are even 
reading this article says something:  
FCRV remains a special part of who you 
are.   
   If we are to survive in these changing 
times, it is because FCRV offers to each 
of us something special that keeps us 
seeking each others’ company.  Our ex-
istence does not depend on commercial 
sales or promotion of material items so 
that we can make a profit from the or-
ganization. 

   Our mission statement describes our 
purpose as to share with all campers/
RVers, the FCRV fun, friendship, fellow-
ship and family feelings of camping to-
gether and to promote and enhance the 
experience and enjoyment of recrea-
tional family type camping/ RVing. 
   Where does that bring us?  If we value 
what we have in the Family Campers 
and RVers, it is time that we become 
involved in its promotion and, yes, even 
its survival.  How do we do that? 

© CAMP.  Doesn’t that sound simple? 
Camping is what we do… and we 
do it well!  But how much do we 
participate in state, regional, and 
national camping opportunities? 

© VOLUNTEER .  There are a lot of 
opportunities to become involved in 
FCRV.  Campouts don’t just hap-
pen.  It takes someone to do the 
simple tasks that make our events 
run smoothly.  It doesn’t take a lot 
of unique talent (though that is ap-
preciated) or an incredible amount 
of time or resources to do what 
needs to be done. Work done with 
the many hands of friends barely 
can be called a job!   

© VOTE.  There are those who find 
their role to be in leadership of the 
organization.  This year we will 
have the opportunity to vote for 
both National and State trustees.  
Thank those who have put their hats 
in the ring, and show your confi-
dence and support by voting for 
your chosen candidate when elec-
tions are held.  Your voice is impor-
tant, even if the position is not con-
tested.  By voting, you are answer-
ing “yes” to the question:  should 
life in the organization of Family 
Campers and RVers continue. 
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   Our Treasurer is a snowbird!  She will 
be going south for the winter, but will 
still be doing business for the Indiana 
Association of FCRV/NCHA. 
   If you have any association bills that 
need to be paid, please e-mail her at RC-
ca-luke@hotmail.com.  (If something 
needs to be paid urgently, contact Presi-
dent Doug Herold.) 
   If you have anything to be deposited to 
the Association account, please call or 
email Carol for instructions. 

   Hey everyone! I hope you've had a 
great start to the new year.  
   Show choir has kept me constantly 
moving with practices everyday. My 
first contest is less than 3 weeks away!! I 
am excited to put all of my hard  
work on the stage for everyone to see. 
    On another note, I added an extra col-
lege class to my hectic schedule and 
have (once again) changed my potential 
major. I recently got home from a won-
derful trip to Arizona, where I got to 
spend two weeks with my family.  
   May cannot come soon enough... 
graduation and camping season!!! :)  
   I look forward to seeing all of you 
soon! 
   !��"	  [: 

Hey Indiana,   
   Wow, another year gone, another year 
coming. Before you  know it, we will be 
out there enjoying that great summer 
weather at our local, state, regional, and 
national campouts.   
   We need to remember to pre-register 
for all campouts. That way our hosts can 
better prepare for us.   
   Thank you to those who have jumped 
up and are hosting our campouts this 
season.  Look at the schedule and be 
sure to jot these days down.   
   Be sure to contact those on the Nomi-
nating Committee and put your name in 
for an office  We need you. 
   Coming soon will be the State Board 
Meeting.  Be sure to be there and see 
how things are done,  If you have some-
thing to say or comment on, be there.  
   Retirees: don’t forget to sign up and 
enjoy the Rally at Ladson, SC.  Also, 
retirees, there is still a need for a chair-
person for 2011 retiree rally. If you are 
or know someone interested, let us 
know. 
   National scholarship applications can 
also be used for adults. Check to see if 
you may be eligible. 
   The national office has new business 
hours:  Mon-Tue: 8-4, Wed-Fri: 9-3  
EST . 
   Our member numbers are still slipping 
both national and state.  We need to con-
sider what we can do to keep this organi-
zation going so our kids and theirs can 
enjoy what we  have.    
   If you have a dealer near you, contact 
them about working with us.  Dealer 
chapter members’ application fee is $25. 
That is a $5 discount.  If you want more 
information, contact me. 
   2010 Campvention (Berrien Springs)  
registrations are growing slowly, but 
they are coming in. We are still in need 
of a few Chairperson positions. Let us 
know if you are interested.  They also 
need more Chapters to help as Parking 
Hosts.  If you want a great enjoyable 
job, let us know. Cindy and I  did this at  
our first campvention. We met so many 
people,  made a lot of new and  lifetime 
friends.    
   With all that is going on around the 
world,  if you or your chapters are, or 
will be, doing something  to raise money 
or aid to send to Haiti or Service Mem-
bers, etc., be sure to let us know so we 

can record and keep National aware of 
what we do.   
   These activities are also good promo-
tional means. We don’t have a large  
organization to do this for us; we have 
ourselves, and we can do better than 
they can because we do these from our 
Hearts , not just our pockets. 
   Please, at your next get together, take 
time to remember those camping Friends 
of ours who  are no longer able to enjoy 
that campfire with us.  Maybe they can’t 
get around anymore, or have gone 
“home.” Let’s remember them and their 
families.    
   See ya at the next Campfire.    
   #�

���	
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Hello,  
   It is not time to go camping yet. But it 
is time to talk about camping.  
   The Coffee Pot Campers will host a 
campout at Parke County Fairgrounds 
June 18-20, 2010.  We hope everyone 
can join them. Ask them if they need 
help. It takes everyone to have a good 
time. Thanks again. 
   The Hoosier Schooners will host the 
Teen Queen and King pageant August 6-
8, 2010, at Tipton Fairgrounds. This has 
always been a fun campout. Thanks 
Schooners. 
   Patty and I have talked about how to 
get new members. We came up with 
this: For the family that signs up the 
most new members for 2010, we will 
pay the camping fee for the first state 
campout for 2011. We hope that this will 
help our membership. We need to come 
up with something; our membership 
needs to grow. 
   For those who are wintering away 
from Indiana, have a safe trip home. See 
you when you get back 
���#�%&�	
���	��$�'������
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EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 

Chatter Editors: Mike and Marilyn Rausch   hoosierchatter@hotmail.com 
State Director:  Dennis and Cindy James      dencin5356@embarqmail.com 
Asst State Director: Tom and Judith McKinley    tm.mckinley@gmail.com  
President:  Doug and Patricia Herold                 dougpatricia@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Ron and Karen Roller         kroller3566@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Bob and Carol Luke          rc-ca-luke@hotmail.com 
Secretary: Rick and Christina Lucas         clucas@franklincollege.edu 
Northern   Reps:  Ralph and Gerri Ruch    gruch@earthlink.net 
Southern Reps: Mike and Brenda Simmons    mdsimmons@cinergymetro.net  
Conservation: Dick and Marge Shear      rshear_2000@yahoo.com   
Youth: Mike and Brenda Simmons               mdsimmons@cinergymetro.net 
Chaplain: Ed and Ellen Griffin       edwin.griffin@gmail.com 
Retirees Director: Ron and Thelma Standiford  ronstan67@gmail.com   
Teens:  Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt       angieshaneyfelt@hotmail.com 
FCRV web site:            www.FCRV.org 
FCRV National Office:             FCRVnat@verizon.net 

HOOSIER CHATTER 
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INDIANA STATE ASSOCIATION TRUSTEES AND PROGRAM CHAI RMEN 
President:           Doug and Patty Herold, 8533 N Farmstead Ct, Columbus IN  47201-8545 (812-374-7114)  
Vice President:        Ron and Karen Roller, 3566 E. 75 N, Logansport, IN 46947 (574-722-2705) 
Treasurer:         Bob and Carol Luke, (Bob: 317-502-5881, Carol: 317-502-0608) 
Secretary:         Richard and Christina Lucas, 59 Frostwood Ln, Greenwood, IN 46143 (317-887-4927 home, 317-372-4436 cell) 
Northern Representative:   Ralph and Gerry Ruch, 1889 N CR300 E, Logansport, IN 46947 (574-722-2265) 
Central Representative:   Bill and Wilma Johnson, 6371 W. 450 S, Columbus, IN 47201 (812-342-4573) 
Southern Representative:    Mike and Brenda Simmons, 26 W. Poplar St., North Vernon, IN 47265 (812-346-8334) 
Past President:                      Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848)  
Adult games:           A. Chester Nolan, 553 E. Bridge Street, Brownstown, IN 47220 (812-358-3026) 
        B. Phil Bowlen 12039 Briarway S. Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46259 (317-862-0510) 
Budget & Audit:       A. Mark Shaneyfelt, 23566 Nora St., Elkhart, IN 46516 
            B. Michael Rausch , 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150)            
Chaplain:          Ed Griffin, 224 Rainbow Dr #12497, Livingston, TX 77399-2024 (317-850-4339) 
Conservation/Wildlife:    Dick & Marge Shear, 3603 Pebblepoint Way, Muncie IN  47302-6932 (765-288-7890)  
Euchre:                         Carol Luke, 914 Governor Lane, Shelbyville, IN 46176 (317-502-0608) 
Nominating Committee:  Mark Shaneyfelt, 23566 Nora St., Elkhart, IN 46516 
Photographer /Historian:    A. Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150) 
        B. Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Projects:            Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Scholarship:           Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848)  
Security:                                Rainbow 108 Chapter: attn: Bo and Doris Gries, 20189 N County Road 600 E, Dale, IN 47523-9269 (812-937-0067) 
Tabs:             A.  Patti Thieme,  4625 E 700 N, Decatur, IN 46733 (260-724-9262) 
        B. Tom & Judith McKinley, P.O. Box 127, Rossville IN  46065-0127 (765-379-2743) 
Teens:              A. Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt, 1466 W 750 N, Decatur IN  46733-8816 (260-728-9848) 
          B.  Michele White, 13550 Haynes Ave, Mishawaka IN  46545-7464 (574-255-3549) 
         C.  Scott Semper, 10202 N 472 E, Demotte, IN 46310-8911 (219-345-3289) 
Youth:                    A. Brenda Simmons, 26 W. Poplar St., North Vernon, IN  47265 (812-346-8334) 
         B. Cooky Powell, 7432 E. Co. Rd. 1100 N., Sunman, IN 47041 (812-623-2342) 
Chatter Editor/:     Mike and Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, Indianapolis IN 46222-1941 (317-925-0150)            

INDIANA STATE/NATIONAL PROGRAM DIRECTORS 
Indiana State Director:                          Dennis and Cindy James, 3395 N. US Hwy 33, Decatur, IN 46733  (260-592-8722) (cell 260-223-0863) 
Indiana Asst. State Director:                 Tom & Judith McKinley, P.O. Box 127, Rossville IN  46065-0127 (765-379-2743) 
Indiana State Retiree Director:             Ron and Thelma Standiford, 8019 Hessen Cassel Rd, Fort Wayne IN  46816-2633 (260-447-1398) 
National/State DAT/Safety Directors:   Michael & Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Dr, Indianapolis IN 46222 (317-925-0150)�
Indiana State Conservation Directors:  Dick & Marge Shear, 3603 Pebblepoint Way, Muncie IN  47302-6932 (765-288-7890)  
Indiana Membership Field Directors:   Dennis and Cindy James, 3395 N US Hwy 33, Decatur, IN 46733   (260-592-8722) (cell 260-223-0863) 
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Opinions expressed in the HOOSIER CHATTER are those of the AUTHORS,  
and do not necessarily represent the opinion of FCRV or INDIANA STATE  ASSOCIATION. 

Hoosier Chatter Subscription 
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  Send to:  Marilyn Rausch 
   Hoosier Chatter Subscriptions 
   2917 W. Rex Drive 
   Indianapolis, IN 46222-1941 

'���#

�����%�������������������������������������� ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������	
�
�

�	(	����	

�
(	����	(	����	

�
(	����	(	����	

�
(	����	(	����	

�
(	���� ���
��	�����)*��	�����)*��	�����)*��	�����)*� ���
+
�"���%
�$+
�"���%
�$+
�"���%
�$+
�"���%
�$����

,�	-��
.�,%�����,�	-��
.�,%�����,�	-��
.�,%�����,�	-��
.�,%������ ���
��	���������	���������	���������	�������� ���

/�
������%
�$/�
������%
�$/�
������%
�$/�
������%
�$� ���

�	���������$��	������	���������$��	������	���������$��	������	���������$��	������ ���
��	�����*��	�����*��	�����*��	�����*� ���

/	���
���%
�$/	���
���%
�$/	���
���%
�$/	���
���%
�$� ���

   The Capitol City Campers met 
12/12/2009 for our Christmas Luncheon 
at the Olive Garden in Avon.  Present 
were Pauline Rose, her granddaughter 
Wendy, Ken, Marsha, and Jennifer Stid-
ham, Ron and Sandy Dishman, Mary 
Jolly, Patti Jolly, Marybelle Leisure, 
Jean Brown, and Mike and Marilyn 
Rausch.   
   We only had a brief meeting, as the 
Restaurant didn’t have a room and it was 
not very conducive to conducting busi-
ness.  We did have our selection of offi-
cers for 2010.  President will be Ron and 
Sandy Dishman, Vice President Pauline 
Rose, Treasurer Ken and Marsha Stid-
ham, and Secretary Mike and Marilyn 
Rausch. 
      A collection was taken up to be 
given to the Salvation Army as our 
Christmas donation. 
   Our January 16 get together was at Jim 
Dandy Restaurant in Noblesville.  Mem-
bers present were Pauline Rose, Jean 
Brown, Mary Jolly, Patty Jolly, Ron and 
Sandy Dishman, Marsha Stidham, Mike 
and Marilyn Rausch, and we were espe-
cially happy that Harry and Jackie Fry 
were able to rejoin us! 
   Dues were collected from those pre-
sent. The decision was made to plan our 
2010 campouts on a month-by-month 
basis rather than mapping the year out 
ahead of time.  Our next luncheon will 
be at the Golden Corral at 79th and 
Shadeland Avenue, 2/20/2010 at 11:30 . 
   We may not be able to be as active as 
we once were, but we certainly enjoy 
getting together every month! 
   /	���$
��	%�
�  

   Saturday, November 21, 2009, the 
Cannonballs gathered at the Washington 
Pondersosa for our monthly meeting.  
After lunch, the meeting was called to 
order, followed by the pledge to our 
flag.  The treasurer’s report was given, 
and roll call was taken.  There were 24 
members present and one guest. 
   It was voted that each member give 
$10.00 to the “Shop with a Cop” project 
to the counties that were not included 
last year.  Ray Scott was in charge of the 
collection. 
   The camping schedule for 2010 was 
decided: 
 April:  Red Hills 
 May: Quabache 
 June: Glendale 
 July” Sullivan 
 August: Lincoln Trails 
 September: Odon 
 October: Elnora 
   November birthdays were celebrated, 
and the meeting was closed with the 
Lord’s Prayer.   
   Our Christmas Meeting is at the Wash-
ington Family Restaurant, Saturday, 
December 19 at 4:00. 

      /	���	�'	���

   Thanks to the Rodgers and Durnals, 
who welcomed the Travlin Turtles to St. 
Paul United Methodist Church Novem-
ber 14, 2009. Fifteen members and three 
guests were present to enjoy a meal to be 
thankful for.  Each person has more 
blessings than we can count, and should 
make every day a “Thanksgiving Day.” 
   Jack Smye, the FCRV President, and 
Bob Sanders celebrate November birth-
days. 
   The Sparks, Charlie Thomas’ and Dur-
nals celebrate November anniversaries. 
   The club will bring mittens and hats 
for the Salvation Army, and canned 
foods and groceries to be given to a yet 
to be determined cause.  Some members 
agreed to ring bells for the Salvation 
Army at the mall. 
   The officers that were voted in to serve 
for the year 2010 are: 
 President: Greg Winks 
 Vice President:  Ron Jones 
 Recording Secretary: Martha Jones 
 Treasurer: Andy Carnegie 
 Corresponding Secretary: Vickie 
Winks. 
They will be sworn in at our December 
meeting. 
   Euchre winners were Joyce Thomas 
and Charlie Rodgers. 
 
   Rosie Wilson gave devotions about 
what the “First real night of Christmas 
is” at our Christmas get-together at 
McDoel Baptist Church, December 12, 
2009.  Seventeen members and a Tho-
mas granddaughter feasted together at a 

(TRAVLIN’TURTLES Continued on page 5) 
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   There are several stories that encour-
age us to look and relook at why we do 
certain things. Everybody feels safe, 
warm and comfortable in the arms of 
tradition and in the room full of “we've 
always done it this way.” This is one of 
at least three such stories I know. 
   Today our world is in great danger and 
there are people who want to destroy it. 
Do we know the story of our world? 
Some say our tradition is our story, but 
what is the story of our tradition? If we 
do not know the story, then our tradition 
is only habit. Habit does not give sub-
stance to the tradition. 
   It was Christmas, and Dad was carving 
the Christmas ham. The curiosity of the 
youngest raised a question: "Mom," she 
asked, "why do you cut the ends off of 
the Christmas ham?"  
   "An easy question," thought Mom. 
"Ah, because that's the way my mother 
did it," she answered with a smile. 
   Grandma was sitting at the table and 
she was asked, "Grandma, why did you 
cut the ends off your Christmas ham?"     
   Grandma answered with a smile, 
"Because that's the way my mother did 
it." 
   Great Grandma was sitting in her 
place. "Great Grandma," she was asked, 
"why did you cut the ends off your 
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Christmas ham?" She couldn't believe 
somebody was talking to her. She 
looked around the table. All eyes were 
on her. "Huh?" she said. "Great 
Grandma, why did you cut the ends off 
your Christmas ham?"  
   She stared off into the distance, look-
ing back into the past. Slowly smiling, 
she said, "Well, the reason I cut the ends 
off my Christmas ham was because the 
ham was always too big to fit into my 
baking pan. I had to cut the ends off so 
the ham could fit into my pan and then 
could fit into my oven." 
   We elders are called to tell the story. 
Eldership is not a coming of age, rather, 
it is a birthright. You are elder to anyone 
born after you. Where and what is the 
story? It's all around you and within you. 
And why story? Because story is the 
custodian of truth. And we have to give 
ourselves to the story. 
   Our story is the story of liberty and its 
cost to this great country through the 
blood and sweat of great people, old and 
young, all skin shades, both genders. 
From the beginning of the settlement of 
this beautiful land, people had a sense 
that this was a special place. People 
made mistakes; people went to the 
wrong side of the law; but were able to 
correct ourselves and deal with the law-

less. 
   During February, I challenge each of 
us elders to learn more of our story: the 
story of Abraham Lincoln and other 
presidents that contributed greatly to the 
preservation of liberty in this country; 
some of the truth and ugliness of parts of 
our story – slavery, the truth of our treat-
ment of the peoples who preceded the 
Europeans, the treatment of the Ameri-
cans of Japanese descent during WW2 – 
and how we have attempted to make 
things right; the truth of the gangsterism 
in almost every generation and the ef-
forts made to hold the line. 
   Then, suitably informed, tell the story 
of liberty and its protection and how it 
has flourished in the past and can flour-
ish again if we all stand for what is right 
and just to each person; that a person is 
free to become all that they were created 
to be; that each person is responsible and 
accountable for self and family; that 
generosity is welcome; that marriage and 
family are honorable; that honesty is 
expected; that hard work and honesty do 
pay off; that we cannot have it all, but 
we can have enough of it. 
See you down the road.�
0��1�����
�
Indiana FCRV Chaplain 

delicious “turkey with all the trimmings” 
dinner. 
   Mary Masters and Charlie Rodgers 
have December birthdays.  There are no 
December anniversaries. 
   The bell ringers manned theirs 
“o\post” for the Salvation Army, but the 
giving was down considerably from 
other years.  Thanks to those who rang 
for a great cause. 
   The collection of hats and gloves was 
given to the Salvation Army.  The food 
we collected was given to the food pan-
try at McDoel Baptist church. 
   Charlie Thomas officiated at the 
swearing in of the 2010 officers. 
   Thanks goes to the 2009 officers for 
hosting our last meeting of the year, to 
Greg for calling our annual bingo 
games, and to those who brought gifts 
for prizes. 
   We wish everyone a blessed New 
Year!!  

���/	���	�2�
���

(TRAVLIN’TURTLESContinued from page 4) 

    The Golden Age Retirees met Dec. 2 
for their annual Christmas luncheon at 
the Golden Corral in Columbus. Thir-
teen members and one guest enjoyed the 
buffet meal and time to visit.  
   Those attending were Jim and Cooky 
Powell, president; Phil and Oneita 
Bowlen, treasurer; Art and Judy Spoor, 
treasurer; and members Bob and Chris 
Branson, Bill and Wilma Johnson, Eve-
lyn Lawrence, Pauline Rose and grand-
daughter Wendy. 
    President Cooky Powell opened the 
meeting following a prayer and the 
pledge to our flag. We had no secre-
tary’s report from our last meeting. Our 
treasurer reported a balance of $583.94 
in checking and savings.  As of Novem-
ber, we had spent no money from our 
treasury. All present paid their dues for 
next year. 
   We discussed what we should do with 

our money. Bob Branson made a mo-
tion, seconded by Phil Bowlen that we 
think about it until our meeting next 
year. We agreed to meet at Brown 
County to consider having two meetings 
each year. We have had a bake sale at 
the Spring Campout, but that campout 
has been cancelled.  We have only been 
making about $50-$60 from this bake 
sale. We decided to consider canceling 
the bake sale. 
   Treasurer Judy Spoor suggested we 
put in the Chatter that others who wish 
to remain members of Golden Agers 
may pay their dues by mailing checks to 
her. Golden Age dues are $2.50 per per-
son; please do so for we have to get a 
report to State Director Dennis James as 
to our membership. Judy and Art’s ad-
dress is 7791 N. 650 W., Fairland, IN 
46126. 
   We received a large Thank You from 
the food pantry at Rays Crossing Chris-
tian Union Church for our food donation 
last Christmas. Chris said they are very 
needy, very dependable, very apprecia-

(See GOLDEN AGE Continued on page 6) 

����
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  Have you been to 
the FCRV Website 
recently?  Here are 
some of the things 
you will find there: 

 CAMPING TODAY (The February 
issue is online now.  Check it out!) 
 CAMPVENTION NEWS (What is 
happening  at Campvention 2010.  What 
are some of the local attractions you can 
plan on seeing when you go to Berrien 
Springs in July? 
 

TAKE A LOOK AT  
www.fcrv.org 

 

Find out what’s happening in your  
Family Campers and RVers! 

escape routes from every room in the 
house (and practice using them.)  Desig-
nate at least two emergency meeting 
places for after the disaster, one close to 
your home and one outside the neighbor-
hood in case you cannot return home. 
   PREPARATION:  What do you abso-
lutely need in order to survive the loss of 
utilities and services after a disaster?  
The following is suggested, but not at all 
comprehensive, and one needs to take 
into consideration the specific needs of 
each member of the family. 
�� ������ ��	�� 
����	� ��� 
����� ����

�����	����������
�� ��	����������� �����
��� ���
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   A good way to identify your personal 
essential needs is to go through your 
daily routine noting what you could not 
survive without.  A supply of those 
items that would cover your needs for at 
least 3-7 days should be gathered into a 
secure but accessible place.  A list of 
those items, along with their expiration 
dates, should be kept and regularly re-
viewed to replace those items that may 
become outdated and alter those supplies 
as your personal needs change. 
   It is true that sometimes nothing we 
can do will give adequate preparation for 
some of the worst disasters, but if we do 
not ready ourselves and anticipate future 
needs, then we have lost any chance at 
possible survival. 
   I would refer anyone wanting further 
information on specific disaster prepara-
tions to the government website 
www.ready.gov.   

   As I write this, I am listening to the 
television reports one day after the is-
land country of Haiti was devastated by 
a level 7 earthquake.  The feeling of 
helplessness is overwhelming, and is 
heard even in the voices of the usually-
stoic reporters.  No one knows how 
many are dead, how many are hopelessly 
buried under the frail structures that col-
lapsed above them.  At this time, less 
than 1% of the 45,000 Americans who 
live there are accounted for.  There are 
no roads, no hospitals functioning, no 
water, no sewer, no government agen-
cies preparing programs to help those 
who now have nothing with which to 
survive.   
   I suspect than no one in Haiti sus-
pected that life as they knew it would 
stop when they woke up that morning.  
The thought never crossed their minds 
that by nightfall there would be no fresh 
water, shelter, food, or sewer facilities.  
Though we are talking about a country 
whose infrastructure was known to be 
unstable, it is not beyond imagination 
that such devastation could occur even 
in the sophisticated environment that 
most of us take for granted. 
  We have spoken often of the need to 
prepare for disaster.  How many of us 
have actually made provisions for our 
immediate families in case of emer-
gency?  How prepared are we? 
   Three areas to look at are Communica-
tion, Destination and Preparation. 
   COMMUNICATION:  Talk with fam-
ily members ahead of time about how to 
handle various emergencies (weather, 
fire, terrorist attacks, etc.).  Everyone 
should know where provisions are kept.  
Emergency procedures directions and 
phone numbers should be stored in ac-
cessible areas.  There should be a plan of 
action: how will you get in touch with 
each other if normal lines of communi-
cation are broken?  Do you have emer-
gency radios and charged batteries in 
convenient places?  Where are emer-
gency exits, fire extinguisher, utility shut
-off valves. 
   DESTINATION:  Where is the safest 
location for survival in case of specific 
disasters?  Safe spots differ for different 
emergencies:  a basement is the best 
place in case of tornados or radiation 
threats, but not for chemical attacks or 
floods or earthquakes.  Plan at least two 

��������	
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tive.  Phil made the motion, Evelyn 2nd 
that we give $100 from our treasury for 
this very needy cause. A unanimous 
“yes” from the membership. Judy 
promptly wrote a check for Bob and 
Chris to deliver to Rays Crossing Chris-
tian Union Church. 
   Since Jim and Cooky have served 
three years as president, they asked that 
we select someone else for this post. 
Bob and Chris Branson agreed to be our 
president for the coming year. Judy and 
Art Spoor agreed to be our treasurer and 
secretary for coming year. Our vice 
president, Phyllis Koerner, wasn’t pre-
sent, but we agreed to keep her in this 
office. All were elected by separate, 
unanimous votes. 
   Field Director Cooky Powell installed 
our 2010 officers, president, Bob and 
Chris Branson, and secretary-treasurer, 
Art and Judy Spoor. 
      Best Wishes for a happy holiday 
season was spread around by all. 
  
4
���	�5����
�4
���	�5����
�4
���	�5����
�4
���	�5����
�� ���
 outgoing Secretary 

(GOLDEN AGERS, Continued from page 5) 
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Hello fellow retirees. 
   Well it is a new year ahead of us. It 
seems like we just started 2009 a little 
while ago. How time flies when you’re 
having fun and we had fun this past 
year. We are hoping that 2010 is just as 
much fun.  
   I hope by the time you read this we are 
down south where it is warmer. We are 
leaving on the 17th of Jan.   
   Just a couple of reminders. The Na-
tional retiree rally is March23-28 2010. 
at Ladson, South Carolina. There is still 
time to get your registration sent in. The 
deadline is March 9th, 2010 
   Be sure and look us up at the rally. We 

will have a meeting at our trailer some-
time after everyone is in. We will be 
helping with parking and I will be taking 
the pictures for the rally. Our cell is 260-
414-7255. If you have any questions 
give us a call.  
   The next item is the spring retiree get 
together at White River Campground at 
Cicero In. You need to make your res-
ervations by April 1st.  That number is 
317-984-2705. There is someone there 
during the day all winter. So call early. 
We will do a cookout of hamburgers and 
hot dogs. We have the room like last 
year.  
   If you want to see where we are and 
find out what we are doing go to  
www.ronandthelma.blogspot.com.  That 
is our blog. When we are camping I up-
date it pretty much every day.. 
   See you at Ladson 
�����
�	
��,����	�6�	
��������
   Retiree Directors 

   Louis R. Studt, 
81, of South 
Bend died Janu-
ary 11. 2010in 
his home, sur-
rounded by his 
family.   
   He was born in 
Quincy,, Illinois 
in 1928. He mar-
ried The former 
Lois Thibideau 
on August 21st, 

1950, and she survives. 
   Mr. Studt was a lifetime member of 
NCHA/FCRV, and was a member of the 
Kentucky Colonels.  He loved to camp 
with his family. 
   He was a longtime member of the Clay 
Democratic Club.  He retired from south 
Bend Lathe in 1990, where he worked 
for many years in maintenance.  He was 
a jack-of-all-trades.   
   In addition to his wife, he is survived 
by four children, Debra (Rich) Joy, 
Nancy Brown, Bunnie (Greg) Joy and 
Raymond (Butch) Studt, all of South 
bend.  He leaves also six grandchildren 
and six great grandchildren, as well as 
many nieces and nephews.  He was 
loved by all who knew him and will be 
greatly missed.   
   The family has requested that memo-
rial contributions be made to the Center 
for Hospice and palliative Care, South 

LOUIS R. STUDT Bend, or to Calvary Baptist Church, 
3001 W. Cleveland Road, South Bend, 
IN 46628. 
   Condolences may be sent to  
 Lois Studt 
 52157 Oakland Ave. 
 South Bend, IN 46637 

   Plimsoll Day honors Samuel Plimsoll, 
a British Social reformer and a member 
of parliament. He is most remembered 
for the legislation that introduced the 
Plimsoll Line or load line, which is 
painted on ships to protect them from 
being overloaded with too much cargo. 
When a  ship moves from freshwater to 
saltwater, and from tropic water to arctic 
water, the buoyancy changes and over-
loading could make it unstable. 
   When Plimsoll's bill passed in 1870, it 
only required that a line be drawn on the 
boat, it didn't require that it be an accu-
rately safe line. Sounds like a typically 
political compromise. 
 

    
   Anyway, the Plimsoll Line on boats 
lead to a popular fashion trend: the plim-
soll shoe. This shoe seems to be the 
original “Ked. 

    According to 
Wikipedia, the 
plimsoll shoe 
was a "canvas 
upper and rub-
ber sole" which 
acquired the 
name "'plimsoll' 
because the 
colored horizon-
tal band joining 
the upper to the 
sole resembled 
the Plimsoll line 
on a ship's hull." 
   So on Febru-
ary 10, slip on a 
pair of your 
most comfort-
able Plimsolls, 
and impress 
someone with 
this bit of totally 
unnecessary and 
worthless trivia 
by wishing 
them a “Happy 
Plimsoll Day! 
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Indiana Spring Campout 
Hosted by Coffee Pot Campers #197 

June 18-20, 2010 
Parke County Fairgrounds—Rockville IN 

Theme: SPRING INTO SUMMER  
Chapter Name:__________________________________________________ Chapter #_________ 
Member Name:__________________________________Spouse___________________________ 
Address:__________________________________ City_______________State:______Zip______ 
Handicap_____  (Handicap license plate or placard needed) 
Is this your first Indiana State Campout ?   Y    N  (please circle)   
Ages of children attending with you______________________ 
 
  Hobo parking  15 amps, 30 amps and some 50 amps  Water available  Dump station 
  $50 weekend ($10 - Pre-registration; $40 at the gate)   
  Extra nights (Tues, Wed, Thurs) $20 per night payable at registration gate 
  An activity fee of $10.00 will be assessed for second household in the same unit.      
Make Checks payable to:   Coffee Pot Campers   
On the memo line please write: IN FCRV Spring 2010 campout 
   Send to:  Vic Rinehart, 356 Parkview Dr, New Whiteland IN  46184-1268 
Deadline for Pre-registration is June 5, 2010                              
   Emergency #’s are 765-569-3686 (Fair grounds) or 812-208-3617 (Bob Rost) 
 

   “Spring into Summer” with FCRV 
June 18-20, 2010 at the Parke County 
Fairgrounds, Rockville, Indiana. 
   The weekend will be $50 with $10 
activity fee payable with pre-registration 
and $40 at the gate.  Early bird camping 
is available Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday for $20 per night payable at 
the registration gate.   
   The fairgrounds offers 15, 30 and 50 
amp service with water available.  They 
have a dump station. 
   Friday evening hospitality will be sim-
ple, not a full meal.  There are many 

restaurants available in the area. 
   Current plans are to have entertain-
ment on Saturday night. It has been sug-
gested that we have music around a 
campfire. A nephew of one of our mem-
bers will be entertaining. He is a self 
taught guitarist.  William has asked for 
input of songs we would like to hear.   
   Sunday morning we will have a gospel 
singer/motivational speaker, Dan Burns, 
from Scottsburg. 
  The Teens have announced they are 
planning a tag football game to raise 
money.   

   We plan to have a pitch-in dinner Sat-
urday evening.   
   Nancy Coy is in charge of door prizes.  
She is asking for donations.   
   Bev and Helen are having crafts.  Par-
ticipants are asked to bring a tee shirt to 
braid. 
   In addition to many restaurants in the 
area, there are many Amish shops and an 
old G.C Murphy Dime Store.  Parke 
County is well known for its covered 
bridges.   
   More information will follow in the 
Chatter.    

Editor’s Note:  As you may recall, 2010 brings changes in the camping season for Indiana FCRV.  We will now only have TWO 
State Association Sponsored Campouts plus the Invitational in October.  Please plan on attending these fun-filled events, and con-
sider inviting a friend or two to join us.  Why keep FCRV a secret???   
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VOLUNTEER FOR CAMPVEN-
TION 2010 COMMITTEES 

 
NAME___________________________ 

ADDRESS________________________  

CITY ____________________ ST____  

ZIP ________ 

PHONE _________________________ 

CELL PHONE____________________  

E-MAIL _________________________ 

I am interested in helping with 
CAMPVENTION 2010 
 
Specific interest___________________ 
 
Let me know where you need help____ 
 
Return this form to your State Director 
 

 

The GOLDEN REUNION 
OF  FAMILY CAMPERS  

 needs YOU!!!!! 

HAVE YOU BEEN WONDER-
ING HOW YOU CAN BE A 

PART OF THE MOST EXCIT-
ING CAMPVENTION EVER? 

�  Send in your registration soon 
(see page 15) 

�  Volunteer to chair a committee 
(we need someone for Build-
ing Setup, Commercial, Con-
servation/wildlife) 

�  Volunteer to assist on a com-
mittee. 

��������	
���
�
��
����	�� �

SHIRT ORDER FORM 

Name________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________ City_______________________ 
 
State______________ Zip__________________ Phone________________________ 
 
Email______________________________________________ 

STYLE SIZES PRICES 

T-Shirts S-XL $10.00 

T-Shirts 2X, 3X, 4X $12.00 

T-Shirts w/pocket S-XL $11.00 

T-Shirts w/pocket 2X, 3X, 4X $13.00 

Polo Shirts S-XL $13.00 

Polo Shirts 2X, 3X, 4X $15.00 

Polo Shirts w/pocket S-XL $14.50 

Polo shirts x/pocket 2X, 3X $16.50 

Please list how many of each size of the different styles you wish to order. 
 
T-Shirt     S___ M___ L___ XL___  $10 each       Total___________ 
       2X___ 3X___ 4X___    $12 each   Total___________ 
 
T-Shirt w/pocket  S___ M___ L___ XL___   $11 each    Total___________ 
       2X___ 3X___ 4X___     $13 each    Total___________ 
 
Polo Shirt     S___ M___ L___ XL___   $13 each     Total__________ 
       2X___ 3X___ 4X___     $15 each     Total__________ 
 
Polo Shirt w/pocket  S___ M___ L___ XL___   $14.50 ea     Total__________ 
       2X___ 3X___ 4X___     $16.50 ea     Total__________ 
 
                  Total Cost_________________ 

Are you one of the many Great Lakes Region members who are planning on joining 
in the fun of putting on the best campvention ever???  If you have already volunteered 
(or plan on doing so) for any of the committees for Campvention 2010, the GOLDEN  
REUNION OF FAMILY CAMPERS, we invite you to purchase the official shirt that 
will identify you as being a member of the hosting region.   
 
The shirts are gold in color, and have the official campvention logo on the left front.  
They are available in the following styles, sizes, and at the discounted prices as noted. 

IMPORTANT  
 

In order to get 
the order in 

time for 
Campvention,  

your order 
must be re-
ceived by  

April 1, 2010 
 
 

IMPORTANT  

Make check Payable to : GREAT LAKES REGION NCHA/FCRV 

Return Form to your State Director 
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Advertising Policy  

   The Hoosier Chatter accepts adver-
tisements at the rate of $5.00/column 
inch/issue for commercial advertisers 
and $3.00/column inch/issue for per-
sonal advertisers.  There are significant 
discounts available for multiple issue 
ads. These advertisements are open to 
any business or individual, but will be 
screened  to assure they are appropriate 
to the goals and philosophy of the 
Family Campers and RVers.   
   Inclusion of an ad in the Hoosier 
Chatter does not imply official en-
dorsement by the FCRV, the Indiana 
State Association of the FCRV, or of 
the Hoosier Chatter. 
   The deadline for ads and articles in 
the Hoosier Chatter is the 25th of the 
month preceding the issue month. 
   Further questions or information  
may be obtained by contacting the edi-
tor at hoosierchatter@hotmail.com or 
Marilyn Rausch, 2917 W. Rex Drive, 
Indianapolis, IN 46222-1947 317-925-
0150. 
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Wear Red Day 

Mobius 
Awards 

Day 

Wave ALL your 
fingers at your  
neighbor day 

Boy Scouts 
 Birthday 

Plimsoll 
Day* 

Lincoln’s 
Birthday 

National 
Gumdrop 

Day ���

���
North 
American 
Hoodie-Hoo Day 

George 
Washington’s  
Birthday 

Flag 
Raising 
At Iwo Jima Day National Chili Day 

National 
Personal 
Chef Day 

Full Moon 

Chocolate  
Mint Day 

Articles for the March HOOSIER CHATTER 
Are due by February 25. 

��

*See “Calendar Comments 
Page 7 


